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BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

THE boss of Hammersmith 
and Fulham Foodbank says 
vulnerable people trapped 
in the poverty cycle will be 
helped to “break out of cri¬ 
sis”, after an essential new 
support centre was 
launched in Shepherd’s 
Bush. 

Daphine Aikens, the food- 
bank’s chief executive, said help 
was on the way for the most in 
need as the ‘hub’ - the bor¬ 
ough’s third outreach point - 
was opened in White City. 

As well as distributing emer¬ 
gency food parcels, the food- 
bank will offer advice services 
and computer access to help the 
poorest people escape the 
poverty trap. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
council has joined forces with 
foodbank charity the Trussell 
Trust to set up the Bloemfontein 


Road centre, which will be 
known as ‘The Hub @75’. 

Ms Aikens, who manages the 
borough’s two other foodbank 
outlets in Fulham and Shep¬ 
herd’s Bush, said the charity had 
recently stepped in to help a 
woman who had become home¬ 
less while heavily pregnant with 
twins. 

“She was sofa surfing just six 
weeks before she was due be¬ 
cause she and her partner hit fi¬ 
nancial difficulty when her 
antiques business collapsed and 
they were evicted from their 
home,” said Ms Aikens. “Our 
partnership with Hammersmith 
and Fulham Citizens Advice Bu¬ 
reau meant that not only were 
we able to give her emergency 
food and baby basics, but also 
housing and welfare advice. 

“Working together to provide 
support can make a real differ¬ 
ence to people being able to 
break out of crisis.” 

More than 100,000 emer¬ 
gency food packages were 
handed out in London last year, 


Specialists in used 

Herman Miller Aerons 
chairs 


according to the Trussell Trust. 

It recently supported one user 
in Hammersmith and Fulham, 
Gavin, who had fallen into debt 
and could not pay his bills. 

“He is very thin and has eat¬ 
ing disorders, as well as a rare 
bone disease, which means he 
can get hypothermia easily,” 
said a spokesman for the trust. 

“He needs to have the heating 
on all the time but he can’t af¬ 
ford it. Like many on low in¬ 
comes, he doesn’t get any extra 
money in winter to compensate 
for the additional costs it brings. 

“But emergency food com¬ 
bined with help from the food- 
bank’s in-house Citizens Advice 
Bureau adviser meant that 
Gavin is now on his way to pay¬ 
ing off his debts and getting 
back on his feet.” 

With the opening of the bor¬ 
ough’s third outlet, hundreds of 
users who are referred to the 
foodbank will now be able to ac¬ 
cess support six days a week. 

It follows a budget commit¬ 
ment from the chancellor, 

TURN TO PAGE 3 


■ ACTION: Cllr Sue Fennimore, Hammersmith 
and Fulham Foodbank chief executive Daphine 
Aikens and council leader Stephen Cowan 
outside The Hub @ 75 in White City. 
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Top marks for mayor’s college funding 


T HE Mayor of London Boris 
Johnson has confirmed a £65 
million injection in the capital’s 
colleges and further education facili¬ 
ties to ensure Londoners are best 
placed to compete for jobs in the city. 

It follows a funding pot of £55mil- 
lion last year in a host of new campus 
technology hubs and workshops - tak¬ 
ing the total investment available for 
22 colleges in London to £120million. 

The £65million has been agreed for 
seven of those projects to be delivered 
over the next four years as part of the 
London Enterprise Panel’s Further Ed¬ 
ucation Capital Investment Fund, 
launched by the mayor following a 
successful bid for Growth Deal fund¬ 
ing from the Government in January 
last year. The majority of the fund has 
been allocated, with a small amount to 
be allocated for projects later in the 
year. 

In this latest round of confirmed 
funding, a £22.5million grant has been 
approved for Lambeth College to cre¬ 
ate a new campus, training hotel, 
homes, new jobs and construction 
skills centre at the heart of the Vaux- 
hall Nine Elms regeneration area. 

The Ada National College of Digital 
Skills will also receive £18million to 



complete a move to Tottenham Hale in 
September this year. The project, 
which continues a major regeneration 
push led by the mayor and Haringey 
council, will create a new state-of-the- 
art college building to support its stu¬ 
dents into highly skilled digital jobs 
with higher level apprenticeships. 

The funding programme is designed 
to upgrade and modernise London’s 
colleges and further education services 
to ensure they are fit for purpose and 
put students in pole position for the 
860,000 new jobs to be delivered in 


the capital over the next 20 years. 

Mayor of London Boris Johnson 
said: “As a global city attracting the 
very best talent, it’s only right London¬ 
ers have world-class facilities to en¬ 
sure they are prepared to compete for 
the thousands of new jobs being cre¬ 
ated in business, tech, media and con¬ 
struction. I am pleased to be able to 
support our colleges as they prepare 
the next generation who will further 
London’s position as the best big city 
in the world.” 

Work on the Ada National Digital 
Skills Centre will now begin apace 
with in a temporary hub being created 
while the new state of the art building 
is being built, which is expected to 
open by September 2018. 

Sir Rodney Aldridge OBE, Chair of 
Ada, the National College for Digital 
Skills, said: “I am delighted to receive 
this funding which will allow us to de¬ 
velop the hub campus and build a 
state-of-the-art centre for our students, 
the community and London more 
broadly. This will help realise the col¬ 
lege’s mission of offering students a 
high-quality provision for post-16 ed¬ 
ucation in computing-related subjects 
as well as ensuring they will be ready 
for the modern workplace and will 


start to address the digital skills gap for 
industry. 

“The college will provide young 
people from the across the capital, es¬ 
pecially those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, with new opportunities 
and an education that will help them 
realise their dreams of pursing suc¬ 
cessful digital careers.” 

Cllr Joe Goldberg, Haringey coun¬ 
cil’s cabinet member for economic de¬ 
velopment, social inclusion and 
sustainability, said: “The decision by 
Ada National College for Digital Skills 
choosing to open its new centre for 
digital skills in Tottenham is a massive 
boost for Haringey. With 147,000 high 
paid digital jobs unfilled every year the 
Ada National College for Digital Skills 
will give young people in Haringey the 
chance to learn high level digital skills 
including coding and secure well paid 
jobs. This will give opportunities to the 
next generation to fulfil their potential 
and ensure Haringey becomes the cen¬ 
tre for digital skills in London.” 

Richmond upon Thames College 
has received £30million of investment 
in two rounds of funding, which will 
transform its campus to develop local 
and national employer links and facil¬ 
itate a real-life learning environment. 


The college’s plans also include a cen¬ 
tre to assist the development of spe¬ 
cialisms including new technologies 
for low carbon and electrical vehicle 
testing, medical sciences, advances en¬ 
gineering technologies and new con¬ 
struction skills. 

Robin Ghurbhurun, principal and 
chief executive of Richmond upon 
Thames College, said: “The college is 
delighted to have secured this signifi¬ 
cant investment from the mayor. Our 
approach to partnership working with 
key stakeholders, in particular the 
London Enterprise Panel, will deliver 
a truly exceptional learning and skills 
experience at the heart of Twickenham 
capable of building futures and main¬ 
taining London’s status as the global 
city for business, learning and life.” 

Waltham Forest College is also set 
to receive £3.5million towards their 
project to create a series of construc¬ 
tion workshops for students specialis¬ 
ing in electrical and plumbing work. 

Peter Doble, director of finance at 
the college, said: “City Hall funding 
has allowed the college to develop this 
project which will inspire our learners 
seeking entry into practical engineer¬ 
ing careers.” 
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NEWS FROM SHEPHERD’S BUSH 



■ CLEAN SWEEP: A cheerful street cleaner has been rewarded for his community spirit after bosses named him the'world's 
greatest'. Lazarus Eliodore cleaned up at the awards ceremony, which recognised refuse company Serco's hardest workers. The 46- 
year-old was praised for his friendly attitude and 'lifelong commitment', after picking up two prizes - including the firm's global 
award. Mr Eliodore, who has worked for Serco since 2011 and is currently based at its Hammersmith Park depot, has been given a 
special uniform to wear, in recognition of his success at the awards 


‘Dementia friendly’ call 


BUSES and trains must be made 
safer for the 1,200 people in Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham living with 
dementia, a leading charity has 
warned. 

The Alzheimer’s Society called 
for urgent action to make the bor¬ 
ough’s public transport network 
more ‘dementia-friendly’. 

It said people with cognitive im¬ 
pairment should be given blue 
badges for parking, while Transport 
for London staff should receive 
extra dementia training. 

The charity urged the next Mayor 
of London to make it easier for peo¬ 
ple suffering with the illness to ac¬ 


cess travel information and ensure 
all staff on the network become 
trained ‘dementia friends’. 

Tim McLachlan, the charity’s op¬ 
erations director, said he wanted 
London to become the world’s first 
dementia-friendly capital city. 

The Alzheimer’s Society esti¬ 
mates that 72,000 Londoners are 
living with dementia, including 
1,237 in Hammersmith and Fulham. 

Charity chiefs say the total soci¬ 
etal cost of dementia in London - 
including health and social care, the 
work of unpaid carers and police 
missing person enquiries - is £2.4 
billion a year. 


Teachers’ housing lifeline 


TEACHERS who feared that high 
housing costs would force them out 
of London have moved into brand 
new affordable flats in Shepherd’s 
Bush. 

A dozen flats were built as part of 
repair work at the Edward Woods 
Estate and Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham council has let several out to 
tenants at social rents. 

Science teacher Lois Hale, who 
works at Phoenix High School in 
White City, moved into one of the 
flats with her partner, Oliver Hop¬ 


kins, last week. The 28-year-old is 
expecting a baby and had feared she 
would have to move out of the cap¬ 
ital because of the high housing 
costs. 

“We thought we would have to 
leave London to start a family but 
we don’t have to now. We have the 
space we need,” she said. 

Councillor Lisa Homan, the 
council’s cabinet member for hous¬ 
ing, said the borough’s schools de¬ 
pended on teachers to give children 
“the best possible start in life”. 


FROM PAGE 1 


George Osborne, to invest £115 million 
in tackling homelessness and rough 
sleeping. 

“This is not just about food, it’s about 
poverty,” said Councillor Sue Fenni- 
more, Hammersmith and Fulham coun¬ 
cil’s cabinet member for social 


inclusion. “Through projects like the 
new hub, the council is not only funding 
foodbanks, it is reinventing them. Tar¬ 
geted and meaningful support will be 
available for all those who come 
through the doors through the dedicated 
advice workers, in an atmosphere that 
people feel safe and comfortable in.” 


Falling numbers of 
childminders a blow 
for working parents 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


SHEPHERD’S BUSH is 
facing a major shortage of 
professional childminders 
that could hit working par¬ 
ents hard, a new report has 
revealed. 

The Family and Childcare 
Trust said the high cost of liv¬ 
ing and public spending cuts 
were leading to a worrying de¬ 
cline in the number of child¬ 
minders working in the 
borough. 

There were only five child¬ 
minders for every 1,000 chil¬ 
dren under the age of five in 
Hammersmith and Fulham - 
one of the lowest ratios in the 
country - according to the 
trust’s annual childcare survey. 

Experts warned that the 
shortage threatened to derail a 
government pledge to provide 
30 hours free education a week 
for young children. 

Ellen Broome, the trust’s 
deputy chief executive, said: 
“Childminders will be essential 
to delivering the Government’s 
ambitious 30 hours of free early 


years education for three and 
four-year-olds, yet working 
parents in Hammersmith and 
Fulham may struggle to find 
the provision they are entitled 
to.” 

The trust said working par¬ 
ents who have long commutes 
and unusual hours often turn to 
childminders rather than nurs¬ 
eries for morning and evening 
childcare, but that the number 
of providers was in steady de¬ 
cline. 

It found that many childmin¬ 
ders were choosing to work in 
nurseries and schools because 
of low wages. 

Ms Broome said the decline 
was a “serious problem” caused 
mainly by the high cost of liv¬ 
ing and a lack of outdoor space 
in inner London. 

“It is difficult to deliver 
childcare from a flat because of 
outdoor space requirements and 
proximity to parks is also a fac¬ 
tor,” she added. 

“In addition, childminder 
wages alone will not cover a 
mortgage or rent in the area.” 

She said childminders 
should be prioritised as “key 
workers” and called for urgent 


action to boost recruitment by 
offering small grants and busi¬ 
ness advice. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
council already provides free 
training and resources for 
childminders, as well as mem¬ 
bership to a local childminder 
network. 

The 30 hours free education 
for three and four-year-olds is 
not exclusive to childminders 
and can also be taken up at 
schools and nurseries. 

Sue Robb, head of early 
years at the charity 4Children, 
added: “Childminders are an 
incredibly important source of 
support for working parents so 
declining numbers are a real 
cause for concern. 

“In some areas, childminder 
agencies are being set up to im¬ 
prove business support and 
training for childminders, and 
encourage new people into the 
profession.” 

She added: “The council, 
schools or other childcare 
providers in the area may want 
to consider setting up an 
agency to help re-energise 
childminding in Hammersmith 
and Fulham.” 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER AND PIMLICO 


Food awards 
celebrate 
best London 
has to offer 

THE inaugural Food Awards 
London will take place at the 
Marriott Hotel in Grosvenor 
Square where the creme de la 
creme of the food sector will 
gather in a celebration of their 
industry’s success. 

The black tie event will take 
place on March 29. 

Irfan Younis of event organ¬ 
isers Creative Oceanic said: 
“The food and drink industry 
in the UK employees more 
than 400,000 people, with a 
gross value to the economy of 
£21.9 billion. An industry so 
large deserves recognition and 
the Food Awards London are 
here to do just that! 

“After delivering the Food 
Awards in Scotland, England 
and in Wales, this was the next 
natural step. With the great re¬ 
sponse we have received, this 
will be an annual event. We 
would like to congratulate all 
of the finalists and thank the 
public who have put them for¬ 
ward for this recognition.” 

The glamorous night prom¬ 
ises to be one of the biggest 
and most memorable event in 
the food industry, with a range 
of accolades to be presented to 
the most deserving profession¬ 
als and businesses in the field, 
ranging from Best Street Food 
to the much sought after 
Restaurant of the Year. 



■ HAPPY RETURNS: One of London's best loved family businesses 
celebrated its 40th anniversary with a special reception. Sonmez 
Sami, founder of the Salieri restaurant, cut the cake to mark four 
decades on the Strand. Family, friends and members of staff were 
joined by an array of VIP guests to celebrate the occasion. Mr Sami's 
daughter Sen said:'Salieri is not just a family business but at the 
heart of the community, bringing together all the local business 
owners, enterprises and associations that my father has supported 
over his four decades on the Strand.' 
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London’s most 
congested city 

LONDON is the world's most 
congested city, according to a 
survey of traffic conditions in 
more than one hundred cities. 

Drivers spent an average of 
101 hours in gridlock in the 
capital last year - making it the 
first city to surpass the 100- 
hour mark. 

It also remains Europe's 
gridlock capital for the second 
year running, road traffic 
analyst INRIX revealed in its 
2015 Traffic Scorecard. 

The UK's top 10 most 
congested metropolitan areas, 
led by London, span the 
country - from Avon and North 
Somerset in the South to 
Leeds-Bradford in the North. 

A 10-mile stretch of the A217 
in London was the UK’s most 
congested road for the second 
year running, costing each 
driver an average of 110 hours, 
or 4.5 days, of wasted time in 
2015. 

The growth of the UK's 
economy, the fall in 
unemployment and the rise in 
population could be 
inflammatory factors, the 
report suggested 

Bryan Mistele, president and 
CEO of INRIX, said: "London is 
the victim of its own success, 
with a robust jobs market and a 
growing economy attracting 
more people, more 
construction and consequently 
more traffic. 

"Transport for London is 
tackling this problem with its 
£4 billion Road Modernisation 
Plan. Whilst in the short term 
the roadworks from this 
initiative are frustrating for 
drivers, they are a step towards 
creating a more sustainable 
and modernised transport 
network." 

Outside of London, three of 
the five most congested roads 
were in Manchester (the A580, 
M60 and A5103) while 
Newcastle came fourth with 
the A1/A1M. 

A five-mile stretch of the A8 
in Edinburgh was the most 
congested road with drivers 
spending an average of 43 
hours in gridlock. 

Traffic congestion went up in 
61 per cent of cities with Belfast 
seeing UK’s biggest increase, 
with drivers spending almost 
an hour extra on the road in 
2015. 

Birmingham experienced the 
biggest decline in traffic delays, 
with a decrease of 2.5 hours 
annually, which could be due 
to the completion of M6 
roadworks and redevelopment 
projects in the city centre. 

Compared to Europe, out of 
the 13 countries analysed, the 
UK was ranked in the middle at 
number six - down one place 
from last year. 

Busking day 

FIFTY cities across the UK, 
along with major world cities 
including New York, Sydney, 
Barcelona, Hong Kong, Paris 
and Toronto, will join London 
for the most ambitious 
celebrations of busking and 
street performance ever 
staged. 

The first ever International 
Busking Day will take place on 
Saturday, July 23, with each city 
hosting music, circus, magic, 
street dance, physical theatre, 
street art and other 
entertainment in public spaces 
ranging from city squares to 
underground and railway 
stations and shopping malls to 
parks. 


Writing for you every week, 

London's most outspoken 
entrepreneur 

Charlie 
pipes up! 

T HERE was one clear winner from last week’s Budget 
- small business. It clearly showed how SMEs have 
moved from the wings to centre stage of the economy 
and should encourage more to step into the spotlight. 

In the past SMEs were often in the same basket as the beer 
drinkers, car drivers and smokers; an easy target for tax rises 
to fill a hole in the Exchequer’s coffers. 

However, the descent of the banking sector-induced reces¬ 
sion on the economy revealed that old-fashioned enterprise, 
led by an army of entrepreneurs and SME business owners, 
could pull the country up by its bootstraps to get it back on 
an even keel. 

In each of his last eight Budgets the Chancellor has ac¬ 
knowledged the contribution of small businesses to the econ¬ 
omy and over that period helped to make the environment a 
lot more welcoming for start-up entrepreneurs and SMEs 
champing at the bit to grow. 

And the figures back this up. Since the turn of the century, 
1.9 million small business have been established, which in¬ 
cludes 146,000 in 2014, delivering a record-breaking 5.4 mil¬ 
lion private sector businesses in the UK at the start of 2015. 

I would hope that those with business ambitions are not 
distracted by the political arguments over disability benefits 
and the shadow cast by the upcoming EU debate that has 
dogged the Budget in the days since George Osborne stood 
up at the despatch box. Behind those headline-grabbing is¬ 
sues was a batch of measures that will help and inspire en¬ 
trepreneurs to take the first or next decisive step in business. 

Improved tax relief for entrepreneurs who invest in their 
own businesses and another cut in Corporation Tax, from 20 
percent to 17 percent in 2020, along with changes to Com¬ 
mercial Property Stamp Duty are all incentives to build and 
grow a business. However, the most significant was the 
changes made to Business Rates, which has the potential to 
create the next boom in small business growth. 

The cut in Business Rates will see 600,000 small firms 
paying no rates on the property they occupy with a rateable 
value of £12,000 and below. Those businesses with premises 
with a rateable value between £12,000 and £15,000 will re¬ 
ceive tapered release. 

This massive change will help hundreds of thousands of 
small companies that have been restricted by an outdated tax 
system. But even more significantly it opens the door to 
micro-home businesses to grow and expand. 

The prospect of paying Business Rates will have deterred 
so many home businesses from transforming from one-man 
or one-woman-bands into job-creating and sustaining enter¬ 
prises. But now that barrier has been removed these home- 
based entrepreneurs should be encouraged to go from the 
kitchen table to their own dedicated business premises. 

A huge percentage of small businesses in the UK are run 
from home. Figures from 2013 put the number at 2.9m - 59 
percent of all business in the country that year. Emma Jones, 
founder of Enterprise Nation, was quoted as saying these 
businesses contribute £243bn in turnover to the economy. 
That’s a significant number, about £1 for every 11 quid of 
turnover. 

Many of these enterprises will also be one-person busi¬ 
nesses. Moving from home to business premises creates 
greater opportunity for growth. And with growth, comes em¬ 
ployment. The money saved from paying business rates can 
go towards employing people or taking on apprentices. Just 
imagine if just half of those businesses each created a new 
job. And that’s the key to maintaining our economic recov¬ 
ery; creating jobs that keep the economy moving. On the day 
of the Budget it was announced that unemployment is now 
1.68million, which is down 171,000 since last year and 
865,000 since 2010. 

It proves the Chancellor’s plan is working, which is pro¬ 
viding the spark that can light the fire under the UK’s enter¬ 
prising masses. Entrepreneurs should harness that fire and 
rocket-propel the economy forward to the benefit of the 
whole country. 

Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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Mayoral campaign ‘racially charged’ 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

THE Conservatives are 
running the most “racially 
charged” campaign the 
capital has ever seen with 
their attacks on Labour’s 
candidate for London 
mayor, a senior MP 
warned last week. 

Chris Bryant described the 
campaign against Sadiq Khan 
as desperate and divisive and 
suggested there was an element 
of religious prejudice against 
the Muslim MP. 

Labour has previously ac¬ 
cused Conservative candidate 
Zac Goldsmith of “coded 
racism” and has been criticised 
in the Indian press for “patron¬ 
ising” attempts to win over 
British Indian voters. 

Mr Bryant called on Cabinet 
minister Chris Grayling to “dis¬ 
own” the Goldsmith campaign 
to succeed Boris Johnson after 
the May 5 elections. 

But Mr Grayling hit back, 
accusing elements of the 
Labour Party of anti-Semitism 
during last year’s general elec¬ 
tion. 

In exchanges during the 
business statement in Parlia- 



■ LABOUR: Sadiq Khan 



■ TORY: Zac Goldsmith 


ment, shadow Commons leader 
Mr Bryant said: “I hope that 
you would also agree that all 
religious prejudice is equally 
despicable and would frankly 
disown the Tory campaign 
against Labour’s candidate for 
Mayor of London, which is the 
most desperate, divisive and 
racially charged campaign 
London has ever seen. 

“You should be ashamed.” 

Replying, Commons Leader 
Mr Grayling said: “Anti-Semi¬ 
tism has featured recently in a 
number of political activities 
and events and that is wholly 
and utterly unacceptable and 
should always be so. But I sim¬ 
ply remind you, you make a 
comment about the election in 
London today, I would also re¬ 
mind you that anti-Semitism 
was also present in elections a 
year ago, the general election in 
London, and not from our side 
of the political spectrum. 

“So I hope that you will take 
the words you said today and 
make sure they are properly put 
into root in your party. 

“It is not acceptable in any 
part of our life for there to be 
anti-Semitism, it must not 
occur ever, it has occurred, and 
it should not happen.” 

Earlier, Mr Bryant insisted 


Night Tube ‘to start in July’ 


LONDON Underground’s all- 
night Tube service is set to 
begin in July, Boris Johnson 
has said. 

The London Mayor told the 
Press Association he was given 
the approximate launch date by 
Transport for London (TfL). 

Asked if the wait for the 
night Tube would end in July, 
he replied: “Well, that’s what 
I’m told by TfL - towards the 
end of July.” 

Passengers will be able to 
travel through the night on Fri¬ 
days and Saturdays on the Vic¬ 
toria, Jubilee, Central, 
Northern and Piccadilly Lines. 

Mr Johnson made the an¬ 
nouncement as he took the con¬ 
trols of a training simulator 
being used by some of the 200 
part-time drivers who will run 
the service. 

The night Tube was due to 
start last September but its in¬ 
troduction was delayed be¬ 
cause an agreement could not 
be reached with trade unions. 

The breakthrough has fol¬ 
lowed acceptance of a pay deal 
by members of the two 


biggest Tube unions - Aslef 
and the Rail, Maritime and 
Transport union. 

The Transport Salaried 
Staffs Association and Unite 
have yet to accept the deal, but 
TfL is pressing ahead with 
starting the night Tube in July. 

Referring to the delay in in¬ 
troducing the all-night service, 
Mr Johnson said: “We’ve had 
to go a bit slower than I neces¬ 
sarily would have wanted, but 
on the other hand better to do 
that ... I thought Londoners 
would rather wait a little bit 
than we pay an exorbitant de¬ 
mand to get it done.” 

The mayor claimed the serv¬ 
ice would be “great news for 
those looking to work and play 
throughout the night”. 

It will give the capital “an¬ 
other economic shot in the 
arm”, he added. 

Mr Johnson met a class of 12 
recruits last week at London 
Underground’s training head¬ 
quarters in West Kensington, 
west London. 

After chatting to the group, 


he declared: “They can’t wait 
to get started.” 

But the RMT revealed ear¬ 
lier this week that it has written 
to London Underground bosses 
complaining of a lack of con¬ 
sultation over health and safety 
issues. 

Members of the union ac¬ 
cepted a pay deal for the new 
service, but it remains in dis¬ 
pute over engineers, who are 
being balloted for industrial ac¬ 
tion. 

General secretary Mick Cash 
said: “There is very clearly 
some distance to go in terms of 
getting all of the components in 
place.” 

An exact start date is not ex¬ 
pected to be announced until 
agreements with the unions are 
in place. The RMT remains in 
dispute over night Tube safety, 
and is balloting 1,500 mainte¬ 
nance staff for strike action. 

Mr Cash added: “We may 
have settled the dispute for LU 
staff on pay and conditions but 
the idea that all of the outstand¬ 
ing issues have been resolved, 
not least the safety case and the 
Tube Lines engineers dispute, 
is simply not true. There are 
still significant concerns over 
staff rosters and those basic op¬ 
erational issues would be fun¬ 
damental to hitting a start date 
this summer.” 

TSSA leader Manuel Cortes 
said: “A lot of water will go 
under the bridge between now 
and then, including the fact 
that London will have a new 
mayor. Night Tube proposals 
may still go up in smoke.” 



political parties must “call out” 
anti-Semitism even if it is “in¬ 
convenient” to them, in apparent 
reference to a Labour activist 
who has been suspended from 
the party while allegations are in¬ 
vestigated. 

Vicki Kirby was probed by the 
party in 2014 after a series of 
posts on Twitter in which she ap¬ 
parently suggested Adolf Hitler 
might be a “Zionist God” and 
Jews had “big noses”. She was 


subsequently reinstated with a 
warning and it emerged this 
week that she had been ap¬ 
pointed vice-chairman of 
Labour’s Woking branch, but she 
has now been suspended pending 
an investigation. 

Mr Bryant said: “I’m sure you 
will join me in saying we must 
do everything in our power to 
stop religious intolerance and 
racial hatred infecting our poli¬ 
tics and our political parties. 


“That means calling out anti- 
Semitism wherever we find it, 
even if it’s inconvenient to our¬ 
selves and expelling those who 
peddle these vile arguments from 
our political parties.” 

■ Green Party mayoral candi¬ 
date Sian Berry has vowed to 
take drastic action against the 
capital's air pollution which is 
prematurely killing at least 
9,500 Londoners every year 
SEE PAGE 6 


MAYOR OF LONDON & 
LONDON ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 


ElElsIsIslElsIslE? 


THURSDAY 



MAY 



HAVE YOUR SAY 


The Mayor runs your city, from policing 
& housing to environment & transport. 
The Assembly holds the Mayor to account 
on your behalf. 

Help shape London’s future. Use your vote 
Find out more at londonelects.org.uk 

#LondonVotes @LondonElects 
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Greens’ hopeful pledges drastic 
action against new Great Smog 



■ CLEAN IT UP: Sian Berry and fellow anti-pollution campaigners make their point 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

LETHAL diesel-engine 
cars, vans and lorries will 
be immediately banned 
from entering central Lon¬ 
don if Green Party candi¬ 
date Sian Berry is elected 
mayor in May - and the 
congestion charge will 
rocket to up to £50 a day. 

The Camden councillor bid¬ 
ding to replace Boris Johnson 
has vowed to take instant and 
drastic action against the capi¬ 
tal’s air pollution which is pre¬ 
maturely killing at least 9,500 
Londoners every year. 

With London’s dirty air now 
causing more deaths than the 
Great Smog of the 1950s did 
and is set to send up to 38,000 
residents to an early grave by 
2020, Ms Berry said: “The time 
for half-hearted efforts on air 
pollution is past.” 

She added: “If I’m elected 
mayor I will immediately ex¬ 
clude the most-polluting cars, 
vans and lorries from central 
London.” 

Ms Berry said that as Lon¬ 
don returns to the days of the 
Great Smog, the air death toll is 
now so high that urgent action 
must be taken. 

In 1952 the Great Smog 
killed 6,000 Londoners after a 
period of cold weather, com¬ 
bined with an anticyclone and 
windless conditions, collected 
airborne pollutants, mostly 
from the use of coal, to form a 
thick layer of smoky fog over 
the city. 

The Great Smog was the 
worst air-pollution event in the 
history of the UK and it led to 
the introduction of the Clean 
Air Act in 1956. But now as 
breathing in London has be¬ 
come even more difficult, the 
Green chief says the capital 



CLEAN AIR 
CAMPAIGN 


must be cleaned up urgently. 

“London needs a compre¬ 
hensive plan to bring its air 
within legal limits as soon as 
possible, using every tool at our 
disposal,” said a spokesman for 
Sian Berry. 

“With air pollution estimated 
to cause more than 9,500 pre¬ 
mature deaths in London every 
year, Sian has set a wide range 


of actions that she would carry 
out as mayor to comply with air 
pollution laws by 2020 at the 
absolute latest. 

“Immediate measures in¬ 
clude enforcement of the exist¬ 
ing ban on idling for parked 
vehicles, a higher congestion 
charge for all but the cleanest 
vehicles in Central London, 
and accelerating the pro¬ 
gramme of replacing diesel 
buses with hybrids and electric 
vehicles.” 

The spokesman said Ms 
Berry proposed raising the 
£11.50 congestion charge to 
£50 for the most polluting ve¬ 
hicles and to £20 for all other 
cars, vans and trucks. 

“In the longer term, Sian will 
create a much larger Ultra Low 
Emission Zone, write much 


stronger car-free policies into 
the London Plan, commission a 
cleaner version of the ‘New 
Bus for London’ and expand 
the electric car charging net¬ 
work to create 25,000 charging 
points,” said the spokesman. 

Ms Berry said: “Sixty years 
after the Clean Air Act helped 
put an end to the deadly smogs 
that came from coal fires and 
power stations, we are now 
faced with a comparable prob¬ 
lem. 

“The time for half-hearted 
efforts to clean up our polluted 
air and ensure compliance with 
existing laws is past. 

“If I’m elected mayor I will 
immediately exclude the most 
polluting cars, vans and lorries 
from Central London, and 
speed up the switchover to 


make all new buses and taxis 
zero-emission.” 

Ms Berry’s spokesman said 
the ban would affect all vehi¬ 
cles that fail to achieve the 
Euro IV standard, which was 
introduced in 2005. 

Ms Berry also pledged: “I 
will cancel road-building plans 
and oppose all airport expan¬ 
sion. 

“I also believe in telling Lon¬ 
doners the truth, and I will pro¬ 
vide warnings about bad air 
days so people can protect their 
health by cutting car use and 
avoiding outdoor exercise. 

“In the longer term we need 
an effective new Ultra Low 
Emission Zone to keep pollut¬ 
ing diesel vehicles out of Lon¬ 
don, along with fair charges on 
motoring to reduce traffic lev¬ 
els. That’s the only way we can 
bring pollution down to levels 
that we can genuinely describe 
as ‘quality air’.” 

Sian Berry’s proposals for 
cleaning up the city’s air are 
being backed by the campaign 
group Clean Air In London, 
which has voted her plan the 
best of all the mayoral candi¬ 
dates. 

“In London and across Eu¬ 
rope, air pollution is killing 
more than 10 times the number 
of people dying from road traf¬ 
fic accidents,” said the cam¬ 
paign group’s founder, Simon 
Birkett. “The known health ef¬ 
fects of air pollution have rock¬ 
eted in recent years with the 
World Health Organisation 
classifying outdoor air pollu¬ 
tion as carcinogenic to humans 
in October 2013 as it did smok¬ 
ing in February 1985. 

“At its simplest, in public 
health terms, ‘invisible’ air pol¬ 
lution is where smoking was 30 
years ago in terms of the scale 
and certainty of the risks and 
the lack of public understand¬ 
ing of them.” 


Berry’s blueprint for a cleaner city 


Immediate action 

■ Tighten up the standards on 
the current Londonwide Low 
Emission Zone for vans and 
make sure they are properly en¬ 
forced through vehicle checks, 
with enforcement of the exist¬ 
ing ban on idling for parked ve¬ 
hicles. 

■ Introduce a higher conges¬ 
tion charge for all but the clean¬ 
est vehicles in central London, 
to create a Very Low Emission 
Zone. This will ensure that 
where drivers have a choice of 
vehicle they never bring pollut¬ 
ing cars into London and pro¬ 
vide a strong incentive for 
London’s car owners either to 
give up their vehicles or to 
change to petrol or hybrid cars 
as quickly as possible. We will 
invite boroughs to opt in some 
or all of their area to expand 


this zone into illegally polluted 
parts of inner and outer Lon¬ 
don. 

■ Accelerate the programme of 
replacing diesel buses with hy¬ 
brids and electric vehicles, en¬ 
suring the entire fleet is moved 
to these technologies by 2020 
at the latest and that the Ultra 
Low Emission Zone can be ex¬ 
tended to all of London without 
affecting bus services. 

■ Maintain and extend scrap- 
page grants and loan schemes 
for black cab drivers so that all 
their vehicles are zero-emis¬ 
sions capable by 2018, ensur¬ 
ing there is a suitable charging 
infrastructure for them to run 
on electric power in all areas of 
inner London at least. 

■ Join car owners and those af¬ 
fected by high air pollution in 
bringing legal action against 
car makers for cheating on their 


emissions tests and misleading 
all of us about the pace of 
change in the pollution caused 
by our vehicles. 

■ Begin consultation immedi¬ 
ately on introducing emergency 
traffic reduction measures to 
protect Londoners from the 
worst air pollution days we cur¬ 
rently experience. 

■ Lobby government for a 
scrappage scheme for all diesel 
vehicles, and changes to Vehi¬ 
cle Excise Duty and the new 
Roads Fund to encourage Lon¬ 
doners to give up car ownership 
by switching to walking, cy¬ 
cling, public transport, car 
clubs or at least low or zero- 
emission vehicles. 

Longer term plans 

■ Begin consultation immedi¬ 
ately on a scheme to replace the 


ULEZ that will cover all of 
London and be effective in 
complying with the law. This 
could be combined with the 
new traffic demand manage¬ 
ment scheme we will develop 
to replace the Congestion 
Charge. 

■ Put much stronger car-free 
housing policies in the London 
Plan to support the trend for 
lower car ownership in both 
inner and outer London. This 
will be supported by our trans¬ 
port policies to improve public 
transport and make living with¬ 
out a car easier in all parts of 
our city. 

■ Ensure all planning applica¬ 
tions are air quality neutral, re¬ 
quiring new developments to 
reduce air pollution in the most 
heavily polluted areas. 

■ Oppose all road and airport 
expansion in the South East and 


London, as well as putting to¬ 
gether proposals for City Air¬ 
port to be closed and replaced 
with a new city quarter for 
homes and businesses, working 
with local authorities, busi¬ 
nesses, developers, large and 
small, along with academic and 
cultural institutions. 

■ Revisit plans for the ‘New 
Bus for London’ to explore a 
number of newer, more acces¬ 
sible, higher capacity and 
cleaner versions of the new de¬ 
sign. 

■ Ensure the electric car charg¬ 
ing network is properly main¬ 
tained and funded and aim to 
expand it to provide 25,000 
charging points across London. 

■ Develop further electric ve¬ 
hicle charging networks for 
vans, car clubs and private cars 
in local areas in collaboration 
with local councils. 


Our trees can 
beat flooding 

A BUSINESSMAN is calling for 
more tree planting to prevent 
flooding after his company's 
research found that London 
trees absorb the same amount 
of water as around 1,365 
Olympic swimming pools every 
year. 

That is almost the same as 10 
times the water held in the 
London Serpentine lake in 
Hyde Park. 

The news comes as the 
forestry industry launches a 
petition calling on the 
Government to back more tree 
planting to prevent flooding. 

Last week the Environment 
Agency announced that 
planting trees around rivers 
could reduce the height of 
flooding in towns by up to 20 
per cent. 

The research, carried out by 
Treeconomics and Forest 
Research, was commissioned 
by the Mayor of London's office 
and the Forestry Commission. 

The water run-off that is 
avoided is calculated as saving 
the London taxpayer 
£1.5million every year. 

Kenton Rogers, tree expert 
and environmental scientist 
with Treeconomics said: "Trees 
are the most simple and cost 
effective solution imaginable to 
combat the threat of climate 
change and changing weather 
patterns." 

Key findings from the 
Greater London project: 

■ Greater London has a total 
tree population of 
approximately 8.5 million (a 
tree for every Londoner) 

■ Inner London has a total tree 
population of approximately 
1.6 million 

■ Trees across greater London 
capture and store 77200 tonnes 
of carbon every year, to the 
value of £4.63 million 

■ Pollution absorption is 
calculated at 2241 tonnes every 
year across greater London, 
valued at a cost of over £100 
million per annum 

Coffee cup tax 
could be next 

LONDONERS who can't get 
through the day without a 
takeaway coffee in their hand 
at all times could find it costs 
more to have their caffeine-on- 
the-go in future. 

For it emerged this week that 
coffee cups could be taxed to 
prevent tens of millions being 
thrown away. 

Conservative frontbencher 
Rory Stewart told MPs there is a 
"huge problem" with plastic- 
lined paper cups. 

He insisted the plastic bag 
tax has been successful since it 
was introduced in England and 
Wales last October, adding that 
non-recyclable coffee cups 
seem to be a "very good thing 
to look at next". 

The 5p charge on plastic 
bags aimed to reduce the litter 
and environmental damage 
caused by retailers handing out 
billions of single-use carrier 
bags, with concerns now 
growing over the lack of 
takeaway coffee cups recycled. 

Mr Stewart said in the House 
of Commons last week: "I 
absolutely agree. It's a huge 
problem and there are tens of 
millions of these things being 
produced and thrown away." 
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Security agencies on alert amid 
fears of‘dirty bomb’ terror attack 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

EXPERTS’ fears are grow¬ 
ing that ISIS terrorists are 
planning a “dirty bomb” 
nuclear attack in London. 

Fears have risen following 
the discovery by security agen¬ 
cies that an unknown black 
marketeer is selling stolen nu¬ 
clear fuel for a bomb - and 
after an ISIS plot to obtain nu¬ 
clear material was recently 
thwarted by police in Belgium. 

The concerns link with re¬ 
ports that the SAS have been 
holding secret exercises to pre¬ 
pare for a dirty bomb outrage in 
the city and they follow a warn¬ 
ing by Scotland Yard’s counter 
terrorism chief that the Islamist 
terrorists now have “big ambi¬ 
tions for enormous and spec¬ 
tacular attacks”. 

A dirty bomb attack on Lon¬ 
don would cause huge casual¬ 
ties and could leave vast areas 
uninhabitable because of radia¬ 
tion poisoning. 

Fears have grown since the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning US in¬ 
vestigative journalism watch¬ 
dog The Center for Public 
Integrity [CPI] revealed last 
month that police had uncov¬ 
ered that ISIS-linked individu¬ 
als had been staking out a 
senior researcher at a Belgian 
nuclear centre which produces 
much of the world’s supply of 
radioisotopes. 

“Radioisotopes are a diag¬ 
nostic tool used by hospitals 
and factories around the globe, 
but they are also capable of 
causing radiation poisoning 
and sickness, making them a 
potential target for terrorists 
seeking to build a so-called 
‘dirty” bomb’ that could con¬ 
taminate the downtown area of 
a major city, sowing panic and 
causing billions of dollars in fi¬ 
nancial losses,” reported the 
CPI. 

“Belgian authorities have 
since speculated that the group 
was trying to figure out a way 
to collect such materials from 
the nuclear center, perhaps by 
kidnapping the man or one of 
his family members as the first 
step in building a bomb.” 

The CPI’s revelation comes 
on the heels of another investi¬ 
gation in which it discovered 
Western intelligence that a 
criminal based in the former 
Soviet republic of Moldava has 
made repeated attempts to sell 
enriched uranium on the black 
market. 

An arrest last year of a mid¬ 
dleman marked “one of four at¬ 
tempts in the past five years by 
Moldovan residents to smuggle 
dangerous nuclear materials 
into the hands of unscrupulous 
buyers” the CPI reported. 

It added: “The resulting in¬ 
ternational probe into the case 
has sparked fresh, and previ¬ 
ously unreported worries, that 
thieves inside of Russia some¬ 
how made off years ago with a 
full bomb’s worth of highly en- 



I SAFETY FEARS: Security officials fear terrorists may be working on a 'dirty bomb' attack on London 


Fulham hits 
credit crunch 

FULHAM residents are among 
the worst in London when it 
comes to managing their 
money - despite earning more 
than most. 

New research revealed that 
even though Hammersmith 
and Fulham featured high up 
in London's rich list, average 
credit scores were worryingly 
low. 

According to credit check 
specialists ClearScore, there 
were only five boroughs with a 
worse average rating. 

The findings were based on 
a study of millions of 
individual credit scores across 
more than 3,000 London 
postcodes. 

ClearScore CEO Justin Basini 
said: "To get an excellent credit 
score you need to take the bull 
by the horns and sort your 
finances. 

"This is especially important 
for Londoners grappling with 
the heftiest mortgages in the 
country." 


riched uranium. Western spies 
fear the thieves have been 
doggedly looking for a buyer 
for the past 16 years, by repeat¬ 
edly dangling in front of them 
identical, genuine samples of 
that highly valuable material.” 

The CPI added: “Evidence 
collected indicates that a 
weapons-grade cache of nu¬ 
clear material has been ‘in the 
wild since the mid-1990s,’ a 
knowledgable US intelligence 
official said. 

“It’s widely thought to be no 
longer in Russia, and to possi¬ 
bly have passed through multi¬ 
ple hands. 

“The basis for international 
worry, several officials ex¬ 
plained, is the potential for all 
or part of this nuclear-materials 
cache to wind up in the hands 
of a terrorist buyer who could 
transform it into a viable 
weapon, using technical infor¬ 
mation about nuclear bomb de¬ 
signs that has leaked long ago 
into the public domain.” 

Given the wealth of the ISIS 
- reported to be up to £1.3 bil¬ 
lion - and in light of the terror 
group’s recent warning that it is 
planning a “Doomsday attack” 
in the UK that would “turn 
children’s hair white”, security 
services fear the Islamists are 
keenly in the market to buy nu¬ 
clear material to construct a 
dirty bomb. 

Police and security services 
are on heightened alert in Lon¬ 
don, as evidenced by training 
exercises that were staged by 
British and American special 
forces last month in preparation 
for a dirty bomb attack. 

The Sunday Times reported 
that the SAS worked with the 
Special Boat Squadron, Army 
bomb disposal and officers 
from the US Delta Force, Navy 
Seals and the FBI on the exer¬ 
cises, which took place at four 
locations in central London. 

“The exercise was arranged 
after intelligence from British 
and American agencies sug¬ 
gested that Islamist terrorists 
were trying to develop a new 
generation of bombs,” reported 
The Sunday Times. 


Fears have also grown since 
Met Assistant Commissioner 
Mark Rowley, Britain’s head of 
counter-terrorism, warned that 
ISIS is planning bigger and 
more ambitious atrocities 
against Western targets includ¬ 
ing the UK. 

He said: “Terrorists groups 
are always about impact. Ter¬ 
rorists groups have always 
wanted to do a grander and 
more spectacular attack be¬ 
cause they have more impact. 

“Now you see terror groups 
with big ambitions for enor¬ 
mous and spectacular attacks 
not just the type that we have 
seen foiled to date.” 

Meanwhile, as the security 
alert remains at severe, MI5 is 
continuing to warn the public 
to be on guard and on the look 
out. 

“The terrorist threat is seri¬ 
ous and ongoing. Members of 
the public can help to prevent 
terrorism by being alert to pos¬ 
sible suspicious activities,” said 
the security service spokesman. 

“Terrorists have to live 
somewhere, and they need to 
plan and prepare for attacks. 
They buy and store materials, 
fund their activities, move 
around, prepare equipment and 
weapons and possibly undergo 
training. 

“They may have people 
helping them - and these peo¬ 
ple might come and go at 
strange times of the day and 
night. 

“They may make unusual fi¬ 
nancial transactions or use false 
documents to hide their real 
identities. They may be behav¬ 
ing differently from how 
you’ve known them to behave 
in the past. 

“Members of the public may 
spot such activities, and if re¬ 
ported in time, a planned terror¬ 
ist attack may be stopped 
before it happens. If you are 
aware of something suspicious, 
trust your instincts and report it 
to the police. 

“What might seem insignifi¬ 
cant on its own could actually 
provide a vital link in a wider 
investigation.” 


“I found work through 
London City Airport’s 
employment 
programme” 


Anthony Angol, Canning Town 
CSR Executive at 
London City Airport. 



London ^ 
City Airport 


Get closer. 
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Hundreds enjoy green party 



■ ENTERTAINERS:The Delaney 
Academy of Irish Dance thrilled 
St Patrick's night party-goers 


MORE than 200 people at¬ 
tended the early St Patrick’s 
night party at OLV church on 
High Street, Kensington on 
March 12. 

The hall was awash with 
green and the Guinness flowed 
as everyone enjoyed traditional 
Irish music provided by the 
Sean Brady duo. 

And, although it was Ire¬ 
land’s night, this was an interna¬ 
tional gathering. The Filipino 
community were very much in 
evidence and present also were 
people from around the world. 
For this special night they were 


all wearing green in honour of 
St Patrick, who is also the pa¬ 
tron saint of Nigeria. 

The Delaney Academy of 
Irish Dance entertained the 240 
guests. Fourteen-year-old Louis 
Cuddy stole the show with an 
impressively skilled solo per¬ 
formance. The talented young¬ 
ster was due to be a contestant 
in this month’s World Irish 
Dancing Championships held in 
Glasgow. 

The party was organised by 
Kensington Friends of the Holy 
Land and the event raised 
£2,650 for this charity. 
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■ EMERALD EYES: 
There was a truly 
international feel 
to the St Patrick's 
night party that 
was staged in 
Kensington 
earlier this month 
as more than 200 
people got 
together and 
enjoyed an Irish 
celebration, 
fuelled by 
traditional Irish 
dancing and, of 
course, Guinness 



Manager must go but 
KPH Svill stay a pub’ 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


AFTER a long and pas¬ 
sionate battle, KPH man¬ 
ager Vince Power has lost 
his fight to stay in charge 
of the popular Ladbroke 
Grove landmark - but the 
new owner insists that it 
will remain a pub. 

The Court of Appeal has re¬ 
jected Mr Power’s bid to keep 
running the 150-year-old Kens¬ 
ington Park Hotel, despite huge 
support from the community 
and Kensington and Chelsea 
Council. 

Mr Power took over the man¬ 
agement of The KPH in 2013, 
with power of attorney from the 
leaseholder of 40 years, Patrick 
Burke, who had been too ill to 
run it himself. But Mr Power 
has been fighting to keep the 
pub since the freehold was 
bought from Punch Taverns by 
SWA Developments three years 
ago. 

Mr Power turned The KPH 
into one of the premier venues 
for the local community, mak¬ 
ing it a live music venue for top 
artists including Van Morrison 



■ ALL CHANGE: The KPH 


and Mary Coughlin, and his 
stewardship of the pub and his 
fight to stay in charge was 
backed by a large number of lo¬ 
cals, including singer and 
broadcaster Cerys Matthews, 
comedian Eddie Izzard, former 
Clash member Paul Simonon, 
the Portobello Cafe Society and 
the action group KPH United. 

MP Alan Johnson also 
backed residents’ campaign 
supporting Mr Power and in a 
bid to block the pub getting 
turned into flats, a coffee shop 
or an estate agent’s, as was ru¬ 
moured locally, Kensington and 


Chelsea council made it an 
Asset of Community Value. 

But last week the appeals 
court ruled in favour of the new 
owner, Steven Archer, and Mr 
Power posted on social media: 
“I am sad to say that we have 
lost the appeal. The judge has 
given us 21 days to vacate the 
property. Thank you to all who 
have helped me along the way.” 

Last orders for the current 
management of The KPH will 
be before April 7. 

But Mr Archer has pledged 
that The KPH will stay as a pub 
and it will not be developed for 
alternative businesses. 

“These last couple of years 
have been an horrendous time, 
there has been a lot of misinfor¬ 
mation circulating locally about 
my plans,” said Mr Archer. 

“There has been a lot of ani¬ 
mosity and I can sympathise 
with the locals who feared 
about a developer coming in - 
but I can assure you that The 
KPH will 100 per cent remain a 
pub. 

“We’ll be doing our best to 
get a new manager in there as 
soon as possible and to refur¬ 
bish it and I am determined to 
make it a fantastic and prof¬ 
itable venue.” 
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Charities should create community hub 


A S the recognised infra¬ 
structure organisation 
for the voluntary sector 
in the Royal Borough, Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea Social 
Council (KCSC) sees many of 
the challenges that face chari¬ 
table organisations here. 

A recent discussion with 
other Westway Trust Member 
Organisations raised the issue 
of a lack of space for charitable 
and community activity, some¬ 
thing I believe we could chal¬ 
lenge by working outside 
political structures. 

The Royal Borough of Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea has a thriv¬ 
ing mix of diverse 
communities, many of which 
are supported by services deliv¬ 
ered by the local voluntary and 
community and social enter¬ 
prise (VCSE) sector. 

Many of these services play 
an important role in supporting 
local residents to live full and 
independent lives and also act 
as a necessary lifeline in sup¬ 
porting people to deal with 
day-to-day issues such as lone¬ 
liness and isolation, addictions, 
poor health, debt and financial 
crisis. 

Organisations are spread 
throughout the Royal Borough, 
such as pockets within the 
south, but within the north 
there is a larger concentration 
due to the level of deprivation 
there. Kensington and Chelsea 
Social Council reports through 
its own database that there is a 
total of 550 VCSE organisa¬ 
tions within the borough for 
which direct face-to-face serv¬ 
ice provision or electronic 
communication takes place. 



UNDERTHE 

WESTWAY 


In her guest column, 

Angela Spence, Chief 
Executive of the 
Kensington and Chelsea 
Social Council, a Westway 
Trust Member 
Organisation, says that 
local charities and 
community organisations 
face increasing challenges 
to find the right spaces to 
work in 

Where these organisations 
are based ranges from council 
and Westway Trust premises to 
church halls to independently 
owned property. 

The challenge for us all is to 
understand the importance of 
offices and other spaces as we 
fight to retain much needed 
services in the future. The 
council’s existing policy for its 
property portfolio is to realise a 
high return on its assets and in 
doing so has a programme of 
seeking to maximise income 
from the property it owns. 


However, this approach has led 
to concern about the future ad¬ 
verse effect on the voluntary 
and community sector. 

In contrast, the Govern¬ 
ment’s National Planning Pol¬ 
icy Framework on promoting 
healthy communities and sus¬ 
tainable development high¬ 
lights the need for “accessible 
local services that reflect the 
community’s needs and support 
its health, social and cultural 
wellbeing” . 

These competing priorities 
of maximising income from 
property whilst retaining space 
for community provision cre¬ 
ates a huge challenge for com¬ 
munity organisations which 
rely on partnership with local 
government. 

Local VCSE sector services 
will be a vital link between 
service users and local authori¬ 
ties and the NHS as we support 
an ageing population to im¬ 
prove their health and wellbe¬ 
ing all in a climate of economic 
constraint. This will require 
long-term thinking and well 
thought out plans from all 
sides. 

This should not be left to 
politicians alone; this requires 
strategic thinking from VCSE 
sector providers on how we can 
maximise space that will create 
greater efficiencies across the 
sector. 

I would like to see us create 
a new voluntary and commu¬ 
nity sector hub that provides 
office space, meeting space and 
space for direct community ac¬ 
tivity. This space could house 
VCSE organisations to deliver 
services that could be aligned 



■ VOLUNTEERS: Children's centre supporters and guest speakers 

Mums celebrate Women’s Day 


THE Royal Borough of Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea’s children’s 
centres organised an event to 
celebrate International 

Women’s Day at the Holiday 
Inn on Cromwell Road. 

For the past five years vol¬ 
unteer mums from the centres 
have organised an event to cel¬ 
ebrate International Women’s 
Day and give fellow children’s 
centre users the opportunity to 
listen to inspirational speakers 
and indulge in well-deserved 


pampering activities. The 
theme for this year’s event was 
Equality Knows No Borders. 

Speakers included Ziauddin 
Yousafzai (a Pakistani diplo¬ 
mat, best known as the father 
of Nobel laureate Malala 
Yousafzai), Frances Scott 
(founder of the 50:50 Parlia¬ 
ment Campaign which peti¬ 
tions Parliament to debate and 
take action to get better gender 
balance) and Antoinette Maga- 
mbo (a children’s centre volun¬ 


teer who helps to run the 
Rwandan Sisterhood Associa¬ 
tion to support Rwandan 
women living in the United 
Kingdom). 

Councillor Elizabeth Camp¬ 
bell, the Royal Borough’s Cab¬ 
inet Member for Families and 
Children’s Services, said: “I 
would like to thank our chil¬ 
dren’s centre volunteers for or¬ 
ganising such as successful 
event and for all the great work 
they do all year round.” 


in order to utilise community 
space in a centralised location. 
Back office functions could be 
merged to create efficiencies 
within the system and room hire 
at affordable rates. 

Such a space would need to be 
cost effective so would need to 
be supported by other high in¬ 
come generated activities. 

The challenge is working to¬ 
gether to understand how such 
an idea could come to life. It 


would require leadership from 
trustees to look at how services 
could be more joined up with 
other local services as well as 
sharing office space. 

Moving forward 

WE need to explore the possibil¬ 
ity of shared space sooner rather 
than later that will encourage and 
support a mixed economy of 
VCSE organisations and serv¬ 


ices. This should also include 
the potential for public and pri¬ 
vate sector collaboration. 

Time is of the essence as vol¬ 
untary sector funding tightens 
and more and more services 
come under financial threat. 

There is an opportunity here 
for Kensington and Chelsea to be 
the leader in building sustainable 
services and I firmly believe that 
as a community we should take 
it. 


OPDC 

OLD OAK AND 
PARK ROYAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION 


Have your say on the Local Plan 
for Old Oak and Park Royal 





• Come along to our drop-in exhibitions and workshops 

• Talk to us about housing, jobs, transport and 
much more 

• Help shape the most exciting development in London 

Find out more at opdc.commonplace.is 
Join the discussion 

• @OldOakParkRoyal #opdclocalplan 
f OldOakParkRoyal 

Contact us 

localplan@opdc.london.gov.uk 
020 7983 5732 

OPDC, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, 

London SE1 2AA 

MAYOR OF LONDON 
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Watch out! 
Kate takes 
a walk on 
the wild side 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LET’S hope that the 
Duchess of Cambridge 
likes snakes, as next 
month she will be going to 
the home of three of the 
biggest in the world, in¬ 
cluding one that grows to 
28 feet long. 

Monster snakes inhabit the 
Kaziranga National Park, 
where the Duke and Duchess 
will be visiting on April 12th as 
part of their first visit to India. 

Kensington Palace says the 
park trip will enable the royal 
couple to “experience the rich 
variety of wildlife” which in¬ 
cludes the reticulated python, 
the world’s longest snake. 

Although its diet is usually 
rodents, chickens and the occa¬ 
sional pig or dog, without wish¬ 
ing to cause Kate to go 
shrieking “I’m a duchess, get 
me out of here!” it would be re¬ 
miss not to mention that the 
python has been known to dine 
on humans - although such 
feeding is rare, the last time a 
fully-grown adult was nabbed 
by such a snake was in 2008. 

Besides that long and wind¬ 
ing serpent, other snakes regu¬ 


larly found in the national park 
are the rock python and the 
king cobra. Again, zoologists 
are keen to calm any fears by 
assuring us that that rock 
pythons “rarely” kill humans 
and prefer to eat goats, an¬ 
telopes and on occasion croco¬ 
diles. 

So that’s alright then, there’s 
nothing like a crocodile-swal¬ 
lower to make one feel as safe 
as houses. In fact, this relative 
tiddler of the python family - 
growing ‘only’ to 20 ft - has not 
been known to have a crack at 
seizing a human for ages and it 
was as far back as all of only 
seven years ago when the last 
case was reported, when a farm 
manager was dragged up a tree 
by a 13 ft specimen after bat¬ 
tling with it for an hour. 

However, the royal party will 
doubtless be relieved to know 
that the farmer survived - he 
was briefly released from its 
grip after biting its tail, en¬ 
abling him to call the police on 
his mobile phone [I am not 
making this up]. 

But both the duke and 
duchess will be advised by war¬ 
dens not to try the old tail-biting 
trick on another creature of the 
national park, the king cobra. 
This fearsomely-dangerous 
ground slider not only grows up 



to more than 18 ft but it also has 
the disadvantage of being one 
of the world’s most-venomous 
snakes, with a bite that can kill 
a man in 30 minutes and an ele¬ 
phant within a couple of hours. 

Fortunately, the king cobra 
prefers to eat other snakes. 
However, if the royal party 
should come across the cobra - 
which apparently one will 
know because this species does 
not hiss but in fact growls, at a 
much lower register - we are 
assured by expert naturalists 
that “a good defence against a 
cobra for anyone who acciden¬ 
tally encounters this snake is to 
slowly remove a shirt and toss 
it to the ground while backing 
away”. 

For those royals not wishing 


to strip off, another good de¬ 
fence is believed to be a 12- 
gauge shotgun. 

The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge will visit India and 
Bhutan from April 10th-16th. 
Their trip will include seeing 
Mumbai, New Delhi, Kazi¬ 
ranga, Thimphu and Agra. 

On April 16th they will visit 
the Taj Mahal on April 16th, 
when half of the planet’s press 
photographers will attempt to 
persuade Kate to pose on her 
own - and thus replicate 
Princess Diana’s famous pic¬ 
ture of 1992 which spoke vol¬ 
umes about the sad end of her 
marriage. And there is about as 
much chance of that happening 
as Kate getting dragged up a 
tree to dial 999. 


■ ROYAL ADVENTURES: The 
Duchess of Cambridge is heading 
to the Kaziranga National Park 


Surprise surprise, Chinese ignore William’s warning 



■ ROYAL SUPPORTER: Vietnamese pop star Phuong Vy is working to save the rhino 


LAST year amid the Establish¬ 
ment’s mass genuflecting for 
the visit of the president of 
China, Prince William pretty 
much pleaded for Xi Jinping to 
step in and stop the slaughter of 
rhinos which goes on to feed the 
deluded habit of Chinese fanta¬ 
sists who believe that the ani¬ 
mals’ horn cures cancer and that 
the Moon is made of cheese. 

President Xi assured the 
prince that he would do so. 

Guess what? So spectacularly 
unsuccessful has any interven¬ 
tion been that last week the 
Duke of Cambridge had to 
speak out again, re-warning that 
it will be “devastating for hu¬ 
manity” if the rhinos become 
extinct - as is looking likely 
within 10 years. 

Speaking to ITV News, 
Prince William condemned ille¬ 
gal poaching, which is decimat¬ 
ing rhino and elephant numbers, 
and he said it is make or break 
time to save the rhino. 

“In the next five to ten years 
if there’s not a massive change, 
a dramatic change, in the way 
we appreciate and protect these 
iconic species, there won’t be 


these incredible animals there, 
which not only is obviously sad 
for future generations but I t hink 
it would be incredibly devastat¬ 
ing for humanity itself when we 
have sat back and we have lost 
something we have been re¬ 
sponsible for,” he said. 

“If we haven’t achieved 
something in the next five to ten 
years then it will be almost im¬ 


possible to do anything after 
that. 

Because the numbers will be 
so depleted the damage will be 
done so badly and clearly the 
demand won’t have been 
halted.” 

Despite the prince’s ad¬ 
mirable stand for the rhino, PR 
experts believe that instead of 
addressing the TV audience in 


the UK, where the number of 
halfwits who believe in the 
magic properties of rhino horn 
is nil, he may have more luck by 
teaming up with Phuong Vy, 
Dong Nhi, Thanh Bui and Thu 
Minh. 

Although they are unfamiliar 
to us Brits, in Vietnam they are 
the nation’s biggest pop stars 
and Vietnam has become the 


biggest new market for rhino 
horn. And, good news for Kens¬ 
ington Palace, the Vietnamese 
pop idols are already onside in 
working to save the rhino. Last 
summer they and a host of Viet¬ 
namese celebrities staged The 
Call Of The Wild on Vietnamese 
TV, a two-hour special to raise 
awareness of the fate of the 
rhino. 

“The special was aimed at 
Vietnamese youth, who are 
highly influential in persuading 
the elders to reject the consump¬ 
tion of rhino horn,” said a 
spokesman for WildAid, which 
helped promote the event. 

Thanh Bui, who is Vietnam’s 
equivalent of Harry Styles, last 
year travelled to South Africa to 
film for the campaign to correct 
mediaeval beliefs in his home¬ 
land. 

“When I arrived in South 
Africa, being a Vietnamese, I 
was held for four hours at the 
airport and was treated like a 
criminal,” said Mr Bui. “Later, 
when I witnessed with my own 
eyes the horrible massacre of 
rhino in South Africa, I got to 
understand why.” 



■ PRINCE'S PLEA: William has 
warned the world that 
rhinos face extinction 
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Queen’s 
speech 
drops a 
EU hint 

BY GEOFF BAKER 

ONE can always trust Her 
Majesty to wisely point us in the 
direction of a good idea. 

Not that we are suggesting 
for one moment that the text of 
The Queen's recent 
Commonwealth Day message 
should be taken to be any sort 
of comment on the EU Brexit 
debate; Lord forbid any such 
insinuation, as Downing Street 
would send the rozzers round 
soon as look at you and the last 
thing that either Her Majesty or 
your correspondent wants is 
David Cameron angrily frothing 
that we are Maoists. 

However, at the risk of 
upending the Prime Minister 
towards even more frenzied 
anxiety that Coming Out would 
seriously damage his chances of 
getting a table at his favourite 
Italian, Oliviocarne in Belgravia's 
Elizabeth Street, there was 
sound thinking in The Queen's 
speech in praise of the 
Commonwealth. 

Of course ever since the 
scoundrelous calumny by foul 
Satanists and enemies of the 
state that Her Majesty may on 
some rare occasion have 
favoured a KitKat in preference 
to Government-approved 
Belgian chocolates, the text of 
anything that The Queen reads 
is now doubtless blue-pencilled 
by No 10's Euro fetishists. But as 
they were probably distracted 
at the time by thumbscrewing 
Michael Gove, perhaps the 
gagging brigade missed a bit. 

"Wherever we live in the 
Commonwealth, we can always 
benefit from being open to the 
ideas and encouragement of 
those around us. Each of us can 
also make a positive difference 
in the lives of others by being 
willing to contribute and offer 
support," read Her Majesty's 
speech. 

"This is an essential 
ingredient of belonging to the 
Commonwealth: the willingness 
to share, to exchange and to act 
for the common good. By 
including others, drawing on 
collective insights, knowledge 
and resources, and thinking and 
working together, we lay the 
foundations of a harmonious 
and progressive society. 

"The greater the diversity of 
those included in such a shared 
enterprise, the greater the 
gains." 

It may be pedantic to read 
into "working together"and 
"shared enterprise", but if the 
nation does vote in June to pull 
out of the race with Frau Merkel 
for the best spots on the beach, 
the Commonwealth could be 
the solution that keeps us out 
of the workhouse. 

Although the 
Commonwealth's current 
market of £6.9 trillion GDP is 
not quite in the region of the 
EU's £12.2 trillion, economists 
advise that in order for 
expansion, exporters should 
look towards potential, rather 
than existing, customers. 

Did Her Majesty's 
speechwriter cannily calculate 
that, as such, the EU's 
population of 742 million offers 
considerably less opportunity 
for"shared enterprise"than the 
Commonwealth's 2.3 billion, a 
whacking 33 per cent of the 
world's population as opposed 
to the EU's measly 7.3 per cent? 

Just saying... 



■ CROWNING GLORY: Prince Philip's 1954 Aston Martin Lagondais tipped to attract huge interest at auction 

Duke’s runabout likely 
to drive a hard bargain 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


INVESTORS with around 
£500,000 cash to play with 
should get up to Cam¬ 
bridgeshire next month to 
bid for Prince Philip’s 
weekly lunch club runabout 
as it could more than 
quadruple their money in 
10 years. 

The classic car market is pro¬ 
viding a better return than al¬ 
most everything else at the 
moment and few investments 
are considered to be more sound 
than the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
1954 Aston Martin Lagonda 
Drophead Coupe Mark I, which 
will be put up for auction by 
H&H Classics at the Imperial 
War Museum, Duxford, on 
April 20th. 

Although the estimate of 
£450,000 is at least three times 
what an ordinary Lagonda 3- 
litre DHC would be worth, the 
winning bidder can expect to 
drive his investment up to be 
worth £2.6 million in a decade, 
say money experts. 

The investment would be 
wiser than putting one’s money 
into stocks and shares. The 
FTSE All Share Index was 
down two per cent last year and 
up only 21 per cent over a 
decade. 

By contrast, classic cars are 
booming in price and saw a 487 
per cent rise over the past 10 
years and were the strongest 
performers in last year’s Knight 
Frank Luxury Index, with a 16 



■ DRIVING SEAT: Inside 
Prince Philip's 1954 Aston 
Martin Lagonda 


per cent increase last year and 
beating wine and stamps as a 
wise investment. 

Prince Philip’s Lagonda has 
been repainted in its original 
special order Edinburgh Green 
hue and has covered some 
50,000 miles from new, reports 
H&H Classics. The car was 
built in 1954 to the special order 
of the Duke of Edinburgh and 
driven by him until 1961, in¬ 
cluding on regular trips to Cow- 
dray Park and Cheam prep 
school to drop off Prince 
Charles. 

“In many ways the car was a 
statement of his determination 
to have a life of his own,” said 
H&H Classics. “In London the 
car was Prince Phillip’s escape 
into some kind of private life as 
evidenced in its use once a week 
to take him to the Thursday 
Club in Soho. 

“Here he met every Thursday 
for lunch in a private room on 


the top floor of a fashionable 
Soho restaurant with writers and 
actors such as Peter Ustinov and 
James Robertson Justice, and 
two of Philip's special friends, 
his cousin David, the Marques 
of Milford Haven, and the court 
photographer Baron Nahum.” 

The car, in which Prince 
Philip and The Queen opened 
the Ml motorway in 1958, is 
thought to be the only car 
owned personally by the Duke 
to be in public hands. As well as 
a raft of other non-standard ex¬ 
tras, including a power hood 
and floor-change gearbox, it 
was originally fitted with a radio 
telephone, which was almost 
unheard of at the time. 

The phone had to have its 
own radio frequency allocated 
by The Admiralty and any calls 
to Buckingham Palace were 
made via a Pye relay station in 
North London. According the 
H&H Classics, Prince Philip 
would use it to make surprise 
calls to his wife and would dis¬ 
guise his voice when in conver¬ 
sation with Prince Charles or 
Princess Anne. The car has re¬ 
cently been serviced and is said 
to be ‘on the button’. Huge in¬ 
terest in its sale is expected from 
investors and car enthusiasts 
from the USA to China. 

“This car is part of our his¬ 
tory,” said H&H sales manager 
Damian Jones, “The accompa¬ 
nying paperwork beggars belief. 

“There is an amusing story 
about Prince Phillip driving Her 
Majesty through London in this 
car and being held up by a po¬ 
liceman on point duty directing 
traffic. When the policeman saw 


who was in the Lagonda he did 
a double take and swiftly waved 
them on.” 

The very top gear motor is 
from a fleet of luxury limos at 
the palace. The Queen owns two 
Bentleys plus a Rolls Royce 
Phantom VI and a 1950 Phan¬ 
tom IV which is still used for 
visits to the races at Ascot. The 
Palace garage also homes a 
1988 half-scale Aston Martin 
which was a present to Prince 
William and Prince Harry. 

However, perhaps the most- 
prized of the royal motors is 
Prince Philip’s favourite - his 
personal London taxi, which be¬ 
came his runaround after his 
first electric car. 

The Duke bought the electric 
car in the Sixties, when he was 
50 years ahead of the London 
authorities who are currently 
campaigning for improvements 
in the capital’s dirty air. 

“The Duke became con¬ 
cerned about the quality of the 
air in London in the 1960s and 
acquired an electric vehicle pro¬ 
duced by Bedford, with a Lucas 
electric motor, and Chloride bat¬ 
teries for use in London,” said a 
palace spokesman. 

“When these vehicles ceased 
to be produced, he acquired a 
London Metrocab Taxi, painted 
green, with an engine fuelled by 
liquid petroleum gas. The taxi 
was not required to pay the Lon¬ 
don Congestion Charge when 
that was introduced.” 

Prince Philip’s taxi was still 
in use around London up to five 
years ago but is now believed to 
driven only around the royal 
grounds. 


Where to 
see a royal 


FULL details of events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many 
members of the Royal Family are 
available from the official website 
www.royal.gov.uk but here's their 
schedule for the week ahead 

March 22 

■ The Princess Royal, as Patron, 
National Institute of Adult 
Continuing Education, will attend 
'Driving Change' Roundtable 
Discussions, Resource for London, 
Holloway Road N7. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Royal 
Patron, Motor Neurone Disease 
Association, will attend a 
Reception at the Law Society, 
Chancery Lane WC2. 

March 23 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Honorary Member, Smeatonian 
Society of Civil Engineers, will 
attend a Discussion Dinner at 
One Great George Street SW1. 

■ The Countess of Wessex, as 
Chairman, Women in Business 
promoting The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award will attend a 
meeting at 11 Belgrave Road 
SW1. 

■ The Countess of Wessex, as 

President, NSPCC will hold a 
meeting at Buckingham Palace. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Patron, 
UK Youth, will attend a Dinner, 
Boisdale Canary Wharf, Cabot 
Place, Canary Wharf, London El 4. 



■ ROYAL ROLE: Sophie, 
Countess of Wessex is on 
royal duty this week 

Balkan trip 

PRINCE Charles visited the Kovilj 
Monastery at Novi Sad during his 
tour of the Balkans last week. 

At the monastery he was met 
by its abbot, Father Isihije 
Hesychios. 

Monks lined the path to the 
chapel and, once inside, Charles 
was greeted by another group of 
monks singing hymns and 
prayers. 

He then sat and had tea with 
them, and was given various gifts 
- including a bottle of calvados 
made on site, at which he 
remarked:"It will blow my head 
off, I am sure." 

Next, Charles took some time 
to speak to addicts who have 
used the monastery's 
rehabilitation programme,The 
Land of the Living. 

During their visit to the 
Balkans, the Prince and Duchess 
of Cornwall have been hearing 
stories of the suffering of the 
people of the region, and seeing 
damage caused to their towns. 

The area has seen a huge influx 
of refugees from Syria, now 
mainly confined to the borders. 


Correction 

WE are happy to correct a recent 
article which incorrectly 
described the new £378-£558 per 
night accommodation near the 
new lions'den at London Zoo as a 
"hotel". It is no such thing, 
according to the Zoo it is a 
"lodge". The new home for the 
Asiatic lions was opened by The 
Queen last week. The lodges will 
not be available for booking until 
May. 
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S the centre stage for 
the biggest bands and 
a spotlight for 


emerging talent, they are the 
lifeblood of London’s 
eclectic music scene. 

But in the last 10 years more 
than a third of grassroots venues 
have disappeared from the city’s 
musical map, writes Jack Dixon. 

One by one, London has lost 
some of its most famous pubs 
and clubs - the Marquee Club, 
the Astoria, Madame Jojo’s and 
Camden’s Flowerpot to name but 
a few. 

Cynics say nothing can be 
done to slow the steady decline 
of the traditional music venue. 

But perhaps all hope is not lost. 

Allow me to introduce our 
hero: the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted 
Development) (England) 
(Amendment) Order 2016. 

It’s hardly the stuff of sex, 
drugs and rock’n’roll, but when 
the legislation passed through 
parliament last week - it 
comes into effect on April 6 - 
London’s music venues were 
toasting a landmark moment. 

A tweak to the rules means 
local councils must now give 
greater consideration to the 
noise impacts on residents 
moving into new homes near 
a venue. 

It’s designed to stop pubs and 
clubs that have been open for years 
being forced to close because of 
newcomers’ angry complaints. 

Mark Davyd, from the Music 
Venue Trust, explained: “This 
common sense move by the 
Government provides an opportunity 
for local authorities to use their 
powers to ensure that live music 
continues to play a vital economic, 
cultural and social role in our towns 
and cities. 

“This is a major victory for the 
UK’s music venues and music fans. 
The fight to protect, secure and 
improve them goes on.” 

So it would seem that London’s 
precious gig venues, the places that 
made the names of the biggest British 
bands from The Who through to The 
Libertines and have been the breeding 


and planning 
control - will 
new rules save 
London’s music 
, venues? 


■ LONDON CALLING: The Who play in the capital in 1964, main picture, and 
The Libertines in London 50 years later 


ground for the punk, indie and 
Britpop scenes over the last half a 
century, are still alive and kicking. 

But bosses warn that though victory 
may have been secured in this 
particular battle, the war is not yet 
won. 


Many years of blood, sweat and 
tears lie ahead to deliver the ‘rescue 
package’ of reforms set out last year 
by Boris Johnson’s live music 
taskforce. 

While recommending practical 
steps to change licensing laws and 


introduce a ‘night mayor’ to supervise 
London’s evening economy, it also 
spoke of the need to “change the way 
we talk about” venues. 

Boris’s super squad of music boffs 
and industry gurus recognised the role 
of venues in nurturing talent and 
fermenting innovation, but warned 
that London’s ever-increasing 
population and housing crisis means 
residential development is taking 
place “cheek-by-jowl” with the city’s 
legendary nightlife. 

“Although this is a great step 
forward, there is still plenty to be 
done,” said Roger Tichboume, from 
the Save London Music campaign. 
“Much hard work is needed to ensure 
we preserve our musical heritage.” 


Wartime 
hair styles 

FTER years spent growing his 
hair longer and longer, Harry 
Styles is now set to be shorn 
to within a quarter of an inch of his 
luscious-locked self. 

But if you've got the money, you 
may be able to buy his tresses and 
make your own wig of them. 

The One Direction idol is to go 
into the barber's chair to get a 
skinhead look for his new role as a 
movie star. Styles is to be 
dramatically re-styled with a Forties 
haircut for his part in the World War 
Two film Dunkirk. 

Although Harry's part in Batman 
director Christopher Nolan's drama 
about the evacuation of the British 
Army from Dunkirk is said by movie 
magazine Variety to be a small one, 
for the purposes of authenticity he is 
be shaved. 

Slaphead Styles will star alongside 
Oscar-winner Mark Rylance and Sir 
Kenneth Branagh in the movie, for 
which filming will begin in France 
and Kent this summer. 




■ CUT: Harry Styles has a film 
role in the making of Dunkirk 

Harry recently told James Corden 
that he would stop growing his hair 
when it reached below his nipples 
and although the demands of his 
new Hollywood career mean that it 
is all coming off before it quite 
reaches that length, there will be 
compensation - he is to sell his locks 
for charity. 

As there is enough of it to stuff a 
pillow, Harry's hair is expected to 
raise even more than the £76,000 
paid in 2002 for a lock of Elvis 
Presley's famous quiff, which was 
chopped off when The King was 
drafted into the US Army in 1958. 


Skiffle king who blazed trail for 60 s’ teenage explosion 


Y old man's a butler. 

Downton Abbey's Mr Carson is 
coming back to the screen, 
interviewing Beatles and other rock 
stars about their teenage hero, Skiffle 
king Lonnie Donegan. 

In a new ITV documentary, Jim 
Carter: Lonnie Donegan and Me, the 
actor shares his life-long passion, 
which began aged 11 when he saw 
Lonnie play at a seaside variety 
theatre on a summer holiday, as he 
tells the story of his profound impact 
on pop culture and a generation of 
British musicians who went on to 
conquer the world. 


The film features Jim's lively 
encounters with some of those 
seminal rockers who were inspired to 
take up music by Lonnie Donegan. 

Sir Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr, 
Roger Daltrey and Sir Van Morrison 
tell Jim how, initially using tea chests, 
washboards and home-made guitars, 
they were inspired by Lonnie 
Donegan to make the music which 
would set them on the path to 
superstardom. 

Later fans such as Jack White of The 
White Stripes also reflect on the 
importance of Lonnie as a figure in 
the development of popular music. 


Though now almost forgotten or 
remembered for novelty hits like My 
Old Man's A Dustman, Lonnie was 
once the most famous singer in 
Britain. His high energy and self- 
styled Skiffle music helped the nation 
to shake off the postwar greyness of 
thel 950s and jump-start the teenage 
music explosion of the 1960s. 

"Without Lonnie there might have 
been no Beatles and the film 
exclusively airs the earliest known 
recording of 16-year-old John Lennon, 
singing one of Lonnie's hits with his 
Skiffle group The Quarrymen in 1957," 
said an ITV spokesman. 


"It also unearths archive footage 
from Lonnie's hit prime time 1960s TV 
show, Puttin'on the Donegan, seen 
again for the first time since it aired. 

"Jim traces Lonnie's rollercoaster life 
and career, meeting Lonnie's fans and 
family, including his first wife and his 
widow, as well as his son. And Jim's 
own wife, actress Imelda Staunton, 
reveals her views on life with a Lonnie 
Donegan fanatic. Said Jim: "For over 
40 years I saw him perform and he 
was the most exciting thing I'd ever 
seen. He was the King of Skiffle, he 
changed music in this country - and 
for that, Lonnie, I thank you." 



■ LEGEND: Lonnie Donegan 






















R eports that tv chiefs 

are to bring back Till 
Death Us Do Part and its 
bigoted star Alf Garnett are not 
quite the sign of politically- 
incorrect insanity at the BBC 
that they would seem. 

Following the huge publicity that 
met the recent release of the Dad s 
Army film, the BBC is hoping to cash 
in on nostalgia by re-making a series 
of its classic comedies of yesteryear, 
including Porridge, Up Pompeii, 
Steptoe & Son, Keeping Up 
Appearances, Are You Being Served, 
Hancock’s Half Hour and Till Death 
Us Do Part. 

The news that the BBC is to revive 
the rantings of Alf Garnett raised 
eyebrows as TV pundits wondered 
how on earth would they manage 
that, in this inclusive age? 

For those younger readers not A 
familiar with Alf, i.e. anybody 
bom after 1992, when his sequel 
In Sickness And In Health ended, 
let us quote from his Wikipedia 
listing, which gives a fair - 
although toned-down - 
assessment of his character: 

“Alf was reactionary, mean- 
spirited, selfish, bigoted, anti-Irish, ^ 
anti-Catholic, racist, misogynistic ^ 
and anti-Semitic. He was also 
homophobic, largely because he 
had a gay black man whom he 
called ‘Marigold’ as his home help. 
The home help called him ‘Bwana’. 
Alf was a working class man, and 
was a staunch Conservative, although 
he didn’t support Margaret Thatcher 
because he believed that a woman’s 
place was at home ‘chained to the 
kitchen sink’ and blamed Thatcher’s 
husband Denis for not telling her ‘to 
keep her place’.” 

One can understand then how it 
could be something of an uphill 
stmggle for the BBC to present Alf as 
the new face of its comedy, revived 
to front its coming season celebrating 
60 years of sitcoms. How, for 
instance, would a character who 
regularly and outrageously called 
Afro-Caribbean people “coons” be 
allowed onto the modem screen? 

This must have been a point that 
the BBC executives seriously 


Write way to help stars 


W EST London amateur lyricists 
who fancy getting onto the 
ladder to become millionaires 
by writing for the likes of Kanye West, 
Ellie Goulding and Mumford And Sons 
have just days left before they miss 
their chance. 

March 31 is the closing date for 
lyrics to be submitted by fans for a 
compilation album being organised 
by the anti-poverty organisation 
Global Citizen. 

The 12-track Metamorphoses album 
will feature new songs written by 
West, Goulding, the Mumfords,The 
National and other artists, all based 
on fans'lyrics. The anti-poverty 
organisation hosts its Global Citizen 
Festival every year in New York, 


organised with help from Coldplay's 
Chris Martin. Last year's event saw 
Beyonce, Ed Sheeran and Pearl Jam 
performing. 

This year the Mumfords'Ben Lovett 
will curate the album, which will give 
a big break to unknown songwriters. 

"Metamorphoses has the potential 
to break down our preconceptions of 
the voices of creativity, what different 
people around the world are thinking 
and who has the right to be heard," 
says Lovett. 

"In my own life, I've experienced 
people trying to define me and put 
me in boxes and categories. Through 
collaboration we can show people 
how those lines can be blurred and 
are ultimately redundant. The artists 


■ SOUND THINKING: Ellie Goulding will feature on an anti-poverty album 


■ SHUT IT: Warren Mitchell as Alf Garnett and Dandy Nichols as Else Garnett in Till Death Us Do Part 


questioned as their Controller of 
Comedy Shane Allen devised plans 
for the sitcom series. Surely, one can 
hear them protest, there will be 
uproar across the now-enlightened 
land, not least as many of the original 
Till Death Us Do Part scripts would 
these days break the law by 
transgressing the mles on hate crime? 

But the BBC has got around this 
dilemma by performing a clever 
shimmy. Instead of recreating one of 
Alf’s typical episodes - i.e. one that 
would now rightly offend half of 
London - it has couched the 
comeback under the banner of the 
banner ‘The Lost Sitcoms’, which 
are, as the BBC puts it, “shows for 


which the original scripts still exist 
but the original recordings have 
vanished from the archives”. 

In fact, the original recordings did 
not “vanish” at all, the tapes were 
wiped, but that’s by the by. What is 
interesting about the “lost” episode 
that the BBC has chosen to restage, 
originally made in 1967 and titled A 
Woman s Place Is In The Home, is 
that this episode is probably one of 
the least Alf-like episodes of all of 
the Till Death Us Do Part series. 

We know this because although the 
video tape of the episode was wiped, 


the audio tape was not and it can still 
be found on YouTube. The episode is 
built around Alf complaining that he 
has no supper and his efforts to get 
some fish and chips. There is no 
racism, no homophobia, none of the 
usual anti-Jewish jibes, just a lot of 
sexist and tedious shouting. 

Although many will breathe a sigh 
of relief that the BBC is wisely 
playing safe by remaking the highly 
unrepresentative episode, which does 
not live up to the publicity claim that 
it is a “classic”, it does beg the 
question of why is the BBC bothering 
to screen it at all? 


O NE of the greatest albums ever 
made will be performed live in 
Hyde Park this summer as Stevie 
Wonder stages his masterpiece Songs In 
The Key of Life in its entirety. 

Tickets are the must-see show on July 
10th are selling like the clappers as 
thousands want to experience one is 
reckoned to be one of the best gigs of 
all time. 

The Songs In The Key of Life Tour has 
run for 18 months in the USA, having 
been extended many times due to 
phenomenal public demand. At last it is 
coming to the UK for this, the album's 
40th anniversary year. 

Released in 1976 on Motown Records 
and featuring the hits Sir Duke, Isn't She 
Lovely and / Wish, it is cited as an 
influence on many of the world's biggest 
stars, including Elton John, Prince, 
Michael Jackson and Pharrell. It was 
crowned Grammy Album Of The Year in 
1977 and is rightfully hailed as a true 
work of art. 

Elton John said of it, "Let me put it this 
way: wherever I go in the world, I always 
take a copy of Songs In The Key of Life. 

For me, it's the best album ever made 
and I'm always left in awe after I listen to 
it. When people in decades and 
centuries to come talk about the history 
of music, they will talk about Louis 


■ ICONIC 
ALBUM: Stevie 
Wonder's 
classic 1976 LP 
release Songs 
In The Key of 
Life is one 
greatest 
albums in 
music history 

Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Ray Charles 
and Stevie Wonder." 

Kanye West added: "I'm not trying to 
compete with what's out there now. I'm 
really trying to compete with Songs In 
The Key of Life. It sounds musically 
blasphemous to say something like that, 
but why not set that as your bar?" 

The Hyde Park gig's promoter, James 
King of AEG Live, said: "I can't think of a 
better way for us to announce our final 
act for British Summer Time Hyde Park 
than with Stevie Wonder's masterpiece 
Songs In The Key of Life, arguably the 
greatest album ever performed, by one 
of the greatest recording artists and live 
performers of all time. It's a historic 
event that cannot be missed." 


end poverty 

involved in this project are some of 
the most genuine artists the world 
has to offer. 

"Artists like Kanye West, and The 
National are doing something 
globally important that is touching 
people down to their DNA. And these 
masterfully creative people are going 
to be interpreting incredible 
submissions from people across the 
globe. 

"It has been a joy reading all of the 
submissions we received over the 
past six months. I'm truly excited to 
see what we will create together." 

■ To get your lyrics to the stars who 
may turn them into hits, go to 
globalcitizen.org 
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Talk of the town 


Ben takes tough 
line as Beverley’s 
guardian angel 


B EN Richards will join 
previously an¬ 
nounced Beverley 
Knight in the international 
hit musical The Bodyguard 
when it returns to the West 
End for a limited six-month 
run in July. 

Richards will play Frank 
Farmer, Rachel Marron’s body¬ 
guard, alongside Beverley 
Knight in the leading role of the 
Oscar-nominated superstar Mar- 
ron. 

Performances begin at the Do¬ 
minion Theatre on July 15 for 
this strictly limited season, to 
January 7. 

Former secret service agent 
turned bodyguard Frank Farmer 
is hired to protect superstar 
Rachel Marron from an 


unknown stalker. Each expects to 
be in charge; what they don’t ex¬ 
pect is to fall in love. A romantic 
thriller, The Bodyguard features 
a whole host of irresistible clas¬ 
sics including Queen of the 
Night, So Emotional, One Mo¬ 
ment in Time, Saving All My 
Love, I’m Your Baby Tonight, 
Run to You, I Have Nothing, I 


Wanna Dance With Somebody 
and one of the greatest hit songs 
of all time -1 Will Always Love 
You. 

Richards can currently be seen 
in Hollyoaks playing Sergeant 
Ben Bradley, a role he has been 
playing for just over a year. Pre¬ 
viously on television he played 
Nate Roberts in The Bill , Bruno 
Milligan in Footballer s Wives, 
as well as roles in Doctors and 
Holby City. His many leading 
roles in musical theatre include 
Sky Masterson in Guys and 
Dolls on tour and in the West 
End, Danny Zuko in Grease at 
the Victoria Palace Theatre and 
on tour, Tony Manero in Satur¬ 
day Night Fever at the London 
Palladium and on tour, Jerry 
Lukowski in The Full Monty at 
the Prince of Wales Theatre, 
Tick in Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert the Musical at the 
Palace Theatre, Bill Sykes in 
Oliver at the Sheffield Cru¬ 
cible - as well as Franklyn 
Hart in 9-5 and Stacee Jaxx in 
Rock of Ages, both on tour. 
Queen of British soul Bev¬ 





erley Knight is a singer, song¬ 
writer and record producer who 
has been one of the UK’s most 
consistent artists since the re¬ 
lease of her debut album in 
1995. 

She has sold over a million 
albums in the UK, scoring sev¬ 
eral top 10s and four gold cer¬ 
tified albums as well as the 
platinum selling Voice: The 
Best of Beverley Knight. 

To date, she has won three 
MOBO Awards, an Outstand¬ 
ing Achievement Award at the 
Urban Music Awards, been 
three times nominated for Best 
Female at the Brit Awards, as 
well as for the prestigious Mer¬ 
cury Music Prize and was also 
awarded an MBE for her serv¬ 
ices to music and charity in 
2007. 

Knight has presented four 
series of Radio 2 show Bever¬ 
ley’s Gospel Nights and ap¬ 
peared in two series of hit 
BBC1 show Just The Two of 
Us as well as appearing on 
stage with the likes of Prince, 
Stevie Wonder and Take That. 
In 2012 she wowed a viewing 


■ SAFE HANDS: Ben 
Richards protects Beverley 
Knight in The Bodyguard 

audience of one billion with a 
rendition of the song I Am 
What I Am at the opening cere¬ 
mony of the London 2012 Par¬ 
alympic Games. 

Knight originally played the 
leading role of Rachel Marron 
in The Bodyguard at the Adel- 
phi Theatre to great acclaim in 
2013. She followed this by 
playing the role of Felicia in 
Memphis The Musical at the 
Shaftesbury Theatre, for which 


she was nominated for an 
Olivier Award for Best Ac¬ 
tress in a Musical, and re¬ 
cently completed a hugely 
successful run at the London 
Palladium playing Grizabella 
in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Cats. Knight will be releasing 
her eighth studio album this 
spring, her first in almost five 
years, as well as embarking on 
a solo tour across the UK in 
May and June. 

Thea Sharrock’s production 
of The Bodyguard received its 
world premiere at the Adelphi 
Theatre in November 2012, 
where it opened to critical ac¬ 
claim, with Heather Headley as 
Marron. Due to public demand 
the show’s run was extended. 
In 2013 Knight joined the cast 
and took over the lead role. 
The show continued to play to 
packed houses and released a 
further 300,000 tickets. 
Alexandra Burke followed 
Knight as Marron in June 2014 
and continues to play the role 
in the show’s UK and Ireland 
sell-out tour, which completes 
its run in June. 
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Celebration 
of Motown 
hit parade 


MUSIC MAN: Cedric Neal plays Gordy 


Motown The Musical *** 


THE tried and tested formula of 
the jukebox musical is once 
again proving to be very popular 
in the West End - and with the 
baby boom generation having 
both the disposable cash and 
time on their hands, this latest 
addition is likely to be just as 
profitable. 

Motown The Musical, at the 
Shaftesbury Theatre, is the new kid 
on the block and as the name sug¬ 
gests, is filled with classic songs from 
the world-famous record label, which 
originally produced acts like the 
Supremes and Marvin Gaye, writes 
Nicky Sweetland. 

The show is written by Berry 
Gordy and has the renowned record 
producer as the leading character in 
the semi biopic tale of hard fought 
success against the odds in a world 
which was still engrained with racism 
and oppression. 

Cedric Neal plays Gordy and is the 
embodiment of the cool and suave in¬ 
dustry leader with a gloriously grav¬ 
elly voice and the utmost charm. His 
vision and drive lead many of the 
artists to achieve huge success and 
audiences are treated to a multitude of 
hits, including Dancing in the Street 
and the fabulous ABC by an ex¬ 
tremely authentic Jackson 5 complete 
with the winner of the cute factor, lit¬ 
tle Michael. 

The story also touches on 
the relationship between 
Gordy and 

Motown 
superstar 1J ( 

* V Diana 
4 * Ross, 
^ who is 
played 
with absolute 
aplomb by Lucy St Louis. 
The pair provide the most 
inspiring elements of an 
otherwise fairly bland 
storyline with St Louis’ 
transformation from 
school girl to dazzling 
diva showcasing the 
actress’ exceptional 
ability. 

Following its success 
on Broadway, Motown 
is likely to be a big hit 
with the more mature the¬ 
atre-going public in Lon¬ 
don, who would seemingly 
prefer to see a show with 
songs they are already fa¬ 
miliar with rather than 
something original. This 
show is a hit factory, with 
song after song shoehomed in, 
and as long as you’re not ex¬ 
pecting an enthralling story¬ 
line, it fulfils the jukebox 
musical criteria perfectly. 


■ MOTOWN 
GOLD: Motown 
The Musical 
touches on the 
relationship 
between Gordy 
and Motown 
superstar Diana 
Ross who is 
played with 
absolute aplomb 
by Lucy St Louis, 
pictured here, 
centre 

Picture: Hugo 
Glendinning 
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UNDER CREWS CONTROL 




Sponsored by Thames Rowing Club 


T hames Rowing Club is one of the oldest, 
largest and most successful rowing clubs in the 
UK. With members ranging from juniors to 
veterans, and novices to international athletes, the 
club has been a feature of the Putney Embankment 
for 156 years. 

Within the last year Thames has won medals at Henley 
Royal and Henley Women's Regattas and junior rower 
Oscar Bird competed for Great Britain at the Junior 
World Championships. 

Thames has a long relationship with the Boat Race. A 
number of alumni from both Oxford and Cambridge 
have joined Thames after winning their Blues and for the 
past two years the club has been proud to host 
Cambridge University Women's Boat Club for their pre¬ 
race training and fixtures on the Tideway. 


Scenes for the 1996 film True Blue, which told the story 
of the 1987 Boat Race 'mutiny', were filmed in the 
Victorian clubhouse. Renovated since then, the stunning 
hall which featured in the movie is a popular venue for 
weddings and parties throughout the year, offering 
spectacular views of the ever-changing river flowing 
past the balcony and a true slice of Tideway history. 

www.thamesrc.co.uk 
hello@thamesrc.co.uk 
020 8788 0798 


OARSOME: The 4.2-mile 
course starts at Putney 
Bridge and finishes just 
before Chiswick Bridge. 
Winning the toss and 
choosing the correct bank, 
depending on the weather 
conditions, can give the 
crew a decisive advantage 

m6457 


F OR most people, 
the Easter Bank 
Holiday weekend 
means chocolate eggs, 
family gatherings and 
even a brief trip away. 

But for the Oxford and 
Cambridge University rowing 
crews competing in the Cancer 
Research UK Boat Races on 
March 27, it is all about winning. 

Since the first contest on 
February, 10 1829, when two old 
Harrow school friends named 
Charles Wordsworth and Charles 
Merivale, challenged each other to 
a race at Henley-on-Thames, the 
event has become a feature of the 
British sporting calendar. 

The first women’s competition 
was held in 1929, and last year, 
was the first occasion that the men 
and women’s race occurred on the 
same Championship course. 

With more than 250,000 
spectators lining the River 
Thames last year, it is one of the 
largest free sporting events to take 
place in London. 

Starting at Putney Bridge, the 
competing crews will pass under 
Hammersmith Bridge and Barnes 
Bridge before finishing just 
before Chiswick Bridge - a total 
of 4.2 miles. 

Mark Minshall, 34, is general 
manager at The Star and Garter 
wine bar and restaurant in Putney 
which is located next to the 


By JOANNA KAMENOU 


race start line. 

He said: “Last year was my first 
experience of watching the race at 
the start. 

“It is very much like a festival 
and the streets are packed full 
of people. There is a real 
carnival atmosphere. 

“For us, it is one of the busiest 
days of the year and something 
that needs plenty of preparation.” 

The four crews racing this year, 
which is the 162nd men’s race and 
71st women’s contest, are called 
the Blue Boats, named after the 
award that the universities give 
racers for competing. 

Steer 

Eight-oared rowing boats are 
used in the competition by the 
same number of rowers, with a cox 
who will steer the racers. 

The crews contain a 
combination of undergraduates, 
post graduates, returning racers, 
members of the previous year’s 
reserve crew and also some experi¬ 
enced oversees rowers or new 
starters who have graduated from 
the junior ranks. 

Several famous faces have 
taken part previously, including 
four-time British Olympic Gold 
medalist Matthew Pinsent and 
British actor Hugh Laurie. 

Cancer Research UK are the 


2016 partners for the boat race 
and Frances Milner, executive 
director of philanthropic partner¬ 
ships and development at Cancer 
Research UK, said: “Cancer 
Research UK is absolutely delight¬ 
ed to be partnering with the 
Oxford and Cambridge Boat Races 
in 2016. 

“Not only will the partnership 
raise significant funds for our 
research to help patients, but it 
will also play an important role in 
helping us raise awareness of 
cancer, highlighting the steps that 
everyone can take to reduce 
their risk of getting this 
dreadful disease.” 

Like the historical universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge, the 
event is full of tradition and ritual, 
such as the toss of an 1829 gold 
sovereign coin to choose which 
side of the river the teams will 
race on. 

The race can be seen live on 
BBC One and there are also 
viewing points along the riverside 
at Putney, Hammersmith, Barnes 
and Chiswick. 

Oxford have been dominant in 
recent times, with the men and 
women’s team winning in four of 
the last five meetings. 

The Cambridge rowing crews 
last won the competition in 2012, 
when both teams were victorious. 

This year, Oxford are favourites 
once again as Cambridge look to 
avenge their recent losses. 


195 High Street, Penge, 
London, SE20 7PF 


obility Centre 


Available 7 days a week 


New & Used 

Over 50 Rise & Recline Armchairs mobility Scooters 
in 250+ fabrics to choose from _ 


FROM £350 

Part exchange 


New Electric Lift Chairs 

from £499 


WELCOME 


GOOD LUCK TO BOTH TEAMS AND CANCER RESEARCH 



8 Merton Park Parade, London SW19 3NT Tel: 020 3659 1361 Opening hours: 7.00am - 11 .oopm (Monday - Sunday) DELIVEROO 
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020 8874 9878 


www.cltinaboulevatd.com 
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The Spencer 



The Spencer is a handsome Victorian Free house adjacent to 
Putney Common and but a short stroll to arguably the best rowing¬ 
watching vantage points on the Thames. During the summer 
months it boasts extensive bench seating on the common and 
especially for the Boat Race, a pop up bar at the start line by the 
river and big screen in the pub. 

The Spencer 

237 Lower Richmond Road, Putney, London SW15 1HJ 

T: 020 8788 0640 
E: www.thespencerpub.co.uk/ 
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Talk of the town 



■ EXCITING INTERPRETATION: Top, Katie Webb (Feral), Andrew 
Monaghan (Tantrum), and Kate Lyons (Hiberna). Bottom: Adam Masked 
(Carabosse) and Christopher Marney (Count Lilac) Pictures: Johan Persson 



This classic 
is Bourne to 
run and run 


MATTHEW Bourne’s dazzling production of 
Sleeping Beauty will pirouette its way into the 
New Wimbledon Theatre this week as part of its 
nationwide tour, writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The production, which has received widespread criti¬ 
cal acclaim, adds a haunting Gothic edge to the classic 
story and sees the beautiful cursed princess Aurora 
awaken in the modem day; an age with even more mys¬ 
tery than a fairy tale. I had a chat to princess Aurora, Ash¬ 
ley Shaw and her real life partner Adam Masked, who 
plays the evil Carabosse/Caradoc. 

The couple live just down the road in Earlsfield and 
are looking forward to playing at their home venue as 
part of the tour. 

Ashley tells me about the show. “It’s known as the 
gothic romance and it’s kind of a different twist on the 
fairytale that we all know and love. It’s got a bit of a 
darker element, some vampires and things like that. It’s 
an amazing show.” 

Ashley is originally from Sydney, Australia but has 
been dancing with Matthew Bourne’s New Adventure 
company for many years and having worked her way up 
from the ensemble has played many of the leading roles 
in some his most acclaimed productions, including Cin¬ 
derella and the Sugar Plum Fairy opposite partner 
Adam’s Nutcracker. 

Ashley said: “I’m really lucky to have played 
so many amazing parts. His (Bourne’s) work is 
just perfect for me and it’s what I wanted to do.” 

_ The 5 5-year-old 

Bourne, who is origi¬ 
nally from Waltham¬ 
stow, was recently 
awarded a knighthood 
for services to dance, 
the first ever modern 
dance figure to be 
knighted. 

His charity, called 
Re: Bourne, was 

founded in 2008 and 


DON’T GET CAUGHT OUT - 

learn what to do if an emergency, such as severe weather 
or a power cut, affects you or your community 


visit redcross.org.uk/beprepared 


Refusing to ignore people in crisis 


aims to encourage new 
audiences into the world 
of ballet as well as in¬ 
spiring young dancers. 

He is well known for tak¬ 
ing classic works and 
giving them a contempo¬ 
rary or different twist to 
help bring ballet to a new 
audience. I asked Ashley 
how important she feels 
this is. 

“It’s extremely impor¬ 
tant because as the world de¬ 
velops I think we need to keep 
up with that as well. I think, as 
beautiful as the traditional and 
classics are, it’s important to 
change with the times as well 
and try and tie a younger audi¬ 
ence in so we can keep this 
amazing art form alive and I 
think that’s what he does bril¬ 
liantly. He makes it accessible 
to the everyday men.” 

Ashley’s partner Adam was 
bom in Kingston and trained at 
the Laine Arts theatre school in 
Epsom. He is playing the 
maleficent Carabosse, the sor¬ 
ceress who casts the spell on 
Aurora to send her to sleep for 
one hundred years. Adam 
dances in full female regalia, 
including a corset for the role, 
but then changes into her son 
Caradoc for the second part of 
the story. 



I RISING STARS: Dominic 
North (Leo) and Ashley Shaw 
(Aurora), main picture, and 
Shaw (Aurora) inset. 

Pictures: Johan Persson 

Adam said: “They’re two 
great characters to play. It’s 
nice to play an evil character 
rather than a charming prince.” 

Bourne’s ballets have be¬ 
come acclaimed for their use of 
male dancers in traditional fe¬ 
male roles. His West End ver¬ 
sion of Swan Lake famously 
saw the swans played by men 
and became the longest mnning 
ballet both in London and on 
Broadway. I asked Adam how 
important he felt opening up 
the genre to men and boys had 
become. 

He said: “The girls are very, 
very special in his company but 
one of things he’s famous for is 
changing the male swans. It 


highlights male dancers and the 
athletesim of male dance, 
which is incredible and it’s 
completely opened it up to so 
many other people.” 

Matthew Bourne’s Sleeping 
Beauty is a radical reworking 
of the Tchaikovsky classic, 
with additional elements of 
dance through the ages but a 
strong focus on the favourite 
children’s story. I ask Ashley 
what the audiences in Wimble¬ 
don can look forward to from 
the production. 

“They’ll get fabulous danc¬ 
ing, amazing costumes and set. 
It’s just a truly beautiful love 
story and fairy tale with a 
happy ending.” 

Sleeping Beauty runs at the 
New Wimbledon Theatre from 
March 22 to 26. For more in¬ 
formation you can visit the 
website atgtickets.com 
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Talk of the town 


BY NICKY SWEETLAND 


A FREE show featuring 
the urban development 
of Battersea Power sta¬ 
tion is attracting interested au¬ 
diences after its world 
premiere. 

The Jerwood/FVU Awards 
exhibition Borrowed Time fea¬ 
tures a new video by Alice May 
Williams, who was listed for 
the Dazed Emerging Artist 
2015 and Catlin Art Guide 
2015. Her film about the iconic 
Battersea power plant playfully 
explores online imagery and 
combines archive footage from 
its industrial heyday with com¬ 
puter-generated renders of the 
future. 

Together with Karen Kramer, 
the emerging talents received 
major commissions of £20,000 
each to realise significant new 
moving image works. Inspired 
by the exhibition theme, bor¬ 
rowed time, a reflection on the 
uncertain nature of our contem¬ 
porary economic and ecological 
moment, both artists explore 
the legacy of power stations. 
While Kramer captured unique 
shots of the recovering land¬ 
scape of Fukushima, Williams 
dedicated her work to the urban 
development of Battersea. 

Never has there been a time, 
perhaps, where we have bor¬ 
rowed so much against the fu¬ 
ture economically - from the 
loans and mortgages of domes¬ 
tic realities to the sophisticated 
economics of financial deriva¬ 
tives. And never has there been 
a moment, perhaps, where that 
feeling of living on borrowed 
time, of a clock ticking louder 
and louder, has reverberated so 
ominously ecologically. 

Williams’ work is described 
as “a meditation on the chang¬ 
ing face of London’s landmark 
Battersea Power Station - a 
smokestack energy colossus of 
yesteryear now rapidly trans¬ 
forming into a lifestyle play¬ 
ground of tomorrow. 

“Combining archive footage 
of the building in its industrial 
heyday with computer-gener¬ 
ated projections of what it may 
soon become, Williams’ film at- 



Zerdin axes 
autumn 
shows 


■ ENERGY: Dream City - More, Better, Sooner by Alice May Williams 

Powerful vision 
of our world’s 
changing face 


THE America’s Got Talent 
2015 winner, British ventril¬ 
oquist and comedian Paul 
Zerdin, has cancelled some 
of his UK tour dates after 
being offered a headlining 
slot in Las Vegas. 

Zerdin and his band of 
sharp-tongued characters are 
set to bring their comedy 
and hilarious antics to The 
Las Vegas Strip in an all- 
new, headlining production 
from April 30. 

Zerdin will be performing 
in Las Vegas following his 
spring UK tour, Spongefin- 
ger, which is coming to ven¬ 
ues across the UK this April, 
including a three-night stint 
at the Udderbelly in London 
from April 14 to 16. 

On the announcement of 



the Las Vegas shows Zerdin 
said: “It’s every entertainer’s 
dream to have their own 
show on The Las Vegas 
Strip. I’m thrilled that my 
dream is coming true, but 
my characters aren’t giving 
me a moment’s peace before 
we join the ranks of other 
Las Vegas headliners.” 

Due to these circum¬ 
stances Zerdin will unfortu¬ 
nately no longer be touring 
across the UK in September 
and October. However, the 
April dates of his tour are 
scheduled to go ahead as 
planned. 


tempts to concentrate our atten¬ 
tion on the present moment. Re¬ 
flecting the language of the 
philosophy of mindfulness, an 
extended monologue warns of 
the temptation of succumbing 
to memories of the past, and of 
the distractions of speculations 
about the future, while at the 
same time undermining its 
heightened focus on the here- 
and-now, a key principle of 
mindfulness. It is unclear from 
where or whom these words 
originate. 

“As the images roll by, 
Williams reminds us that Bat- 



■ SEA VIEW: The Eye That 
Articulates Belongs on Land 
by Karen Kramer 


tersea’s marshy riverside loca¬ 
tion has frequently been a site 
of flux and transformation; its 
recent history of power genera¬ 
tion paralleled by the various 
fairgrounds and expos that have 
happened (or been proposed) 
near this spot - places of im¬ 
mersion and convergence, as 
well as places of escape.” 

Avoiding romantic notions 
about the power of nature as a 
force for recovery or transfor¬ 
mation, Kramer’s film, with its 
apparent contrasts between the 
pristine environment of Shire- 
toko and the blasted wilderness 
of Fukushima, is a reminder of 
how our reading of 
the landscape is 
deeply subjective, 
and prone to being 
clouded by myth, or 
partial knowledge. 

The free show runs 
until April 24 at Jer- 
wood Space, at 171 
Union Street, London 
- four minutes’ walk 
from Borough station 
on the Northern Line 
and Southwark station 
on the Jubilee line - 
before moving to CCA 
in Glasgow. 

If you would like 
more information you 
may like to visit the 
website jerwood- 
space.co.uk 


OUR SALE NOW ON! 


.Established 1981 

Over 58,000 customers! Li m ited 


ricrzfncj 


...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 



20 % 

l OFF ALL 

\ Conservatories 
V& Orangeries 



Convert your conservatory into a usable 
all year round sun-porch with the 





Celebrating over 34 years of beautiful windowsZuuaranfeed 

0% Finance representative available upon request subject to status 


An extra 

£100 off] A rated, ANY size, ANY number of openers, White UPVC 

qsssy’ 5 WINDOWS £ 1 , 890 ;?,? 


II inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes Pilkington Energikare saving glass. 



Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ 0W (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


I 


Triple glaring also » afell®* Ask for details. 
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Hurry! 
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, March . 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 
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01795 422 877 

01634 826 238 Don’t just glaze it, 

, Profile: BS7950BS7413 Supaglaze it! 

Door Lock: BS3621 
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bseni 2150-1 are CRB checked. 


Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 *1 per order. Terms and conditions 

Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. "tSiSSSS 
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Book a weekend getaway 
in Lyme Regis with HIX 

Join Mark Hix for a cooking demonstration and 
4-course lunch at his Dorset home this spring 
and stay at HIX Townhouse while you explore 
the Jurassic Coast. 


www.hixtownhouse.co.uk or call 01297 442449 for bookings. 
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WINE (S-DJlNE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 



■ EASTER TREAT: Goats 7 cheese mousse with warm apple and beetroot salad 


W HATEVER your 
Easter tradition, 
chances are it will in¬ 
volve food - and lots of it. 

But pleasing the crowd isn't 
always as simple as plying 
them with hot cross buns and 
chocolate goodies (although 
this is highly encouraged, as 
well). 

If you really want to be the 
Bank Holiday hostess with the 
mostess, up the ante by putting 
on a fancy sit-down spread that 
will put you at the top of the 
pecking order. We’re talking 
fine-dining-standard starter, a 
striking lamb main with heaped 
sides of seasonal veggies, and a 
decadent dessert that will have 
your guests gasping with de¬ 
light (and possibly disbelief, if 
you manage to pull off the pres¬ 
entation too). 

Don’t forget the little de¬ 
tails... Ensure guests are wel¬ 
comed and kept topped up with 
an array of fab drinks, and why 
not make a little effort with the 
table decor too? Just a few sim¬ 
ple touches - some spring flow¬ 
ers or painted eggs as a 


centrepiece, can really add to 
the sense of occasion. 

Feeling inspired? Now all 
you need are some recipes. 
Here is one that Mike Bates, 
executive head chef of The 
Celtic Manor Resort in New¬ 
port, Wales, whipped up ear¬ 
lier... 

GOAT'S CHEESE MOUSSE 
WITH WARM APPLE AND 
BEETROOT SALAD 

(Serves 6 as a starter ) 

For the mousse: 200g Pant- 
ys-Gawn goats’ cheese (avail¬ 
able in Waitrose; but any 
goats'’cheese will do); 250g 
double cream; 1 leaf of gela¬ 
tine; salt and pepper 

For the salad: 1 green apple; 
Baby heirloom beetroots; pinch 
of salt and sugar; splash of wine 
vinegar; mMixed leaves to 
serve 

For the dressing: 1 shallot, 
finely chopped; 50g sherry 
vinegar; lOOg honey; lOOg 
olive oil; 50g sesame oil. 

Soften the goats’ cheese by 
bringing up to room tempera¬ 


ture and soak the gelatine leaf 
in very cold water for 10 min¬ 
utes. 

Whip 200g of the double 
cream to soft peaks. Place the 
other 50g of cream and the 
drained gelatine in a small pan. 
Heat gently until the gelatine 
dissolves, and then mix with 
the cheese to form a paste. Fold 
this into the whipped cream, 
season to taste and refrigerate 
until set. 

Serve the mousse with a 
warm apple and beetroot salad. 

Ideally, use baby heirloom 
beetroot and cook each colour 
separately in their skins in 
water, with a pinch each of salt 
and sugar and a splash of wine 
vinegar. When ready, carefully 
remove the skins. 

Prepare your dressing, by 
combining all the ingredients, 
and then soak the beetroot in 
the dressing. Meanwhile, cut 
your green apple into match- 
sticks. 

Arrange the apple pieces, 
beetroot and green leaves on in¬ 
dividual plates, with a scoop of 
cheese mousse in the centre. 


BELINDA DONOVAN 


I SIT with Arabella and Ben 
Wray having a delicious 
cappuccino and nibbling on 
a fabulous cake dipped in 
vanilla chocolate in an apres- 
ski cabin looking out onto the 
most amazing alpine landscape. 

No, I am not in a super glam¬ 
orous alpine resort, but in Ful¬ 
ham, where they talk 
enthusiastically about their 
launch of Chel-Ski - where you 
can come and learn to ski or 
snowboard just off The New 
King’s Road. 

Next door is Clip ‘N Climb, 
an indoor climbing area for 
both adults and children which 
was launched two years ago - 
and their follow-up has already 
taken off. 


Chel-Ski caters for all ages 
from five up (three and four 
year olds are welcome during 
private family slope time and 
one-to-one sessions) from com¬ 
plete beginners to Olympic 
downhill racers. The learning 
process for skiing is ten times 
quicker than for usual ski les¬ 
sons and you start by learning 
how not to fumble getting on 
skis and dropping your gloves 
at the start. 

Chel-Ski is perfect for corpo¬ 
rate entertainment and private 
parties and French evenings 
will be starting up soon. Keep 
an eye out for the fabulous 
mountain food menu coming 
soon too! 

Regular sessions are avail¬ 


able to book as singles or 
blocks of six or ten - watch put 
for the soon-to-be-available 
monthly passes! 

The stunning alpine cafe 
with log cabin decor was con¬ 
ceived by Tor Interiors and the 
mountain landscape is the 
largest of the largest panorama 
ever made of Mont Blanc by 
in2 White. 

To book your ski or snow¬ 
boarding lesson call 020 3829 
6961 or e mail the team at 
info@chel-ski.uk. For corporate 
enquiries contact their event 
manager at jo.whittaker@chel- 
ski-uk 

Clip ‘N Climb sessions can 
be booked online www.clipn- 
climbchelsea .co .uk 


Asparagus with 
crispy lamb’s 
sweetbreads 
and capers 

MARK HIX'S RECIPE OF THE WEEK 

ASK your butcher for the heart sweetbreads, which 
are plumper and less sinewy. 

250g plump lamb sweetbreads A little olive or 
rapeseed oil for frying 300-350g asparagus, woody 
ends removed 2tbsp capers, rinsed 60g butter 
ltbsp chopped parsley 

Put the sweetbreads in a pan of cold salted water, 
bring to the boil, simmer for a minute; drain. Leave 
to cool; remove any sinewy membranes and cut 
them into even-sized pieces. Heat a tablespoon of oil 
in a pan, season the sweetbreads; fry them on a 
medium heat for 4-5 minutes, turning them as they 
are cooking until they begin to crisp. While the 
sweetbreads are cooking, put the asparagus in 
boiling salted water for 3-4 minutes until just 
cooked; drain. Add the butter to the pan with the 
sweetbreads until it begins to colour; remove from 
the heat; stir in the capers and parsley. 

To serve, arrange the asparagus on warmed 
serving plates and spoon the sweetbreads, capers 
and butter on top. 


Are you paying rent on a poorly 
maintained property? 
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Classified 


Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 


Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 


Courses 


Have you an Open 
Day, Course or 
anything to do with 
education? 


Then call Louise on 
020 8768 4923 

to advertise in your 
local papers. 



SPECIAL TUITION 

For kids who hate 


RECORDS, BEDDING (new), 
large bathroom cabinet, hand¬ 
made bedroom cabinet. 


school Write to Walter, 


Bermondsey. Tel: 07763 805 
948 


18 Spencer Road, 
SW18 2SW 


TOM TOM XL SAT NAV UK 

and Ireland in excellent condi¬ 
tion comes with mount holder, 


B l] ft] I] iTiwJUiga* 1 I IfSlIKlffllil car charger, for sale £30. Tel: 

07960 628 225 



VARIETY OF LUXURY CANE 
TABLES glass top £50-£75. 
Bargain vgc. Brittanica Year 
Books 1961-1983, 12 £62 ono 
vgc. Tel: 020 8674 3557 

BRAND NEW RETRO ENG¬ 
LISH BONE CHINA decorated 
coffee pots worth at least dou¬ 
ble £10 each, two only. Tel: 020 
8697 0329 

TOM TOMIOOO SAT NAV 

UK/lreland and Europe 15 in 
excellent condition. Comes with 
mount holder, car charger. For 
sale £50. Tel: 07960 628 225 

TOM TOM 1000 SAT NAV 

UK/lreland and Europe 15 in 
excellent condition. Comes with 
mount holder, car charger. For 
sale £50. Tel: 07960 628 225 

TRAINS & RAILWAYS FILMS 

from 970's-2010's, 37 illustrat¬ 
ed videos from the past 40 
years. £17. Tel: 020 734 8910 


AEROBED air double bed with 
electric pump B, new in the box. 
Any reasonable offer. Tel: 020 
7733 1836 & 07877 818 162 



WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

Model BMX608 Size (h) 29.5 (W) 
45.8 £17. Tel: 0208 670 4682. 
BAUMATIC COOKER gas & 
electric, 5 burner, all steel, free 
standing, needs attention. £75. 
Tel: 07984 897 167 
FRIDGE FREEZER Samsung, 
white, good working condition, 
large capacity only £50. Tel: 
07984 897 167 



30 ASSORTED LADIES HAND¬ 
BAGS. Reasonable prices 
accepted. Tel: 020 8 646 1247 



CLOTHES size 12/14, £20 


each, 1 black sack of shoes, 
size 6 and bags £20. Tel: 07914 
821 532 

LADIES FULL LENGTH 
BLACK LEATHER COAT size 
8, vgc £10. M&S mens black 
reversible coat size 'L' £12 as 
new, Clarks shoes, 5 1/2 worn 
once £5. tel: 020 8855 8824 

LADIES BURGUNDY 

LEATHER JACKET size 12/14, 
ziped fastening £30. Blue 
leather skirt, size, medium, 
length, 22" £15. Tel: 07914 821 
532 

ALL BARGAIN suitcase of 
ladies wear. All clean and good 
condition, skirts, dresses, jack¬ 
ets, blouses, woollens, 70 plus 
items, approx 10-14 size. Loads 
a ladies shoes, all types, mostly 
size 6. Tel: 020 7732 3444 / 
07712 564 699 



CURLCAST LAWN MOWER 

with box, used only once. £25. 
Tel: 07513 631 071 


GARDEN ORNAMENTS Butler 
Sink, steel anchor, pair of head 
hoppers, old fashioned water¬ 
ing can, wooden ladder £100 
the lot. Tel: 020 8855 8824 



MOSES BASKET AND ROCK¬ 
ING STAND yellow covers £10. 
Baby Bath and bowl yellow £5. 
Bag of soft toys, some new. All 
clean £10. Tel: 020 8855 8824 

MOSES BASKET AND ROCK¬ 
ING STAND yellow covers £10. 
Baby Bath and bowl yellow £5. 
Bag of soft toys, some new. All 
clean £10. Tel: 020 8855 8824 



FISH TANK 3ft, D 12", H 18". 
Excellent condition £10. Small 
dogs coat, hat, bed £5 the lot. 
Tel: 020 8855 8824 


FISH TANK 3ft, D 12", H 18". 
Excellent condition £10. Small 
dogs coat, hat, bed £5 the lot. 
Tel: 020 8855 8824 



BRAND NEW SANDALS size 
7/8. Still in box £10. One silver 
shoe, Next £10. Tel: 07761 212 
677 

DEMONIA ROCK BOOTS new, 
size 7, from America, cost £100, 
sell for £65. Tel 020 8771 5583 
Thornton Heath. 

LADIES SHOES three pairs, 
brand new, never worn, size 5/6 
the lot will separate. Converse 
All Stars trainers, size 6, pink 
£10. Tel: 020 8855 8824 



75 STOCK BRICKS FOR SALE 

make me an offer within reason. 
Tel: 020 8698 1794 



SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 

HORNBY BACHMANN LIMA 
MODEL TRAINS WANTED 

good prices paid for your locos 
and rolling stock, all makes 
considered, please call 020 
8304 9180 with details. 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 

HORNBY BACHMANN LIMA 
MODEL TRAINS WANTED 

good prices paid for your locos 
and rolling stock, all makes 
considered, please call 020 
8304 9180 with details. 



HORNBY BACHMANN OR 
LIMA TRAINS WANTED by 

collector. All other makes con¬ 
sidered, call 020 8304 9180 
with details. 

RECORDS WANTED VINYL 

Reggae, Ska, Rocksteady Dub 
and Jamaican music. Disco, 
Jazz Funk, Soul Whole collec¬ 
tions welcome. Cash waiting! 
Tel. 07788 20990. 


RECORDS WANTED Disco, 
Jazz Funk, Soul, Reggae and 
Caribbean music. Whole collec¬ 
tions welcome. Cash waiting! 
Tel. 07788 20990. 


To advertlM 
in this 
Motion. 

pleas* call 


Home Services 



Y si Y 

Y AJ Y 

PLASTERING 

{Small Building Work! 

j • No job too small j 

% Please call Alan ; 

} 07597 663 838 } 



\ Ace Building & 1 
IDecorating Servicesl 

I Handyman Services, I 

I Electrical, Plastering, j 

| Decorating, Roofing, Gardening, | 


| First Half Hour Service 
j FREE for OAP 

I 020 8393 6346 


Home Services 


Cleaning 


, OfAM'GIMM 


First Choice for 
cleaning 


• Domestic cleaning 

• Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning 

• Office and commercial cleaning 

• After building cleaning 

• Residential and common area 

• Restaurants, pubs and bars 

• Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


Professional, reliable, vetted and insured cleaners. 
Excellent rates. Outstanding value. 

T: 020 8452 2900 

www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


AJB ELECTRICAL 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


Gardening (Home Serv) 


► c (c t i tf t i i Leu 
8 1 


•Regular plant care and pruning 
•Lawn care and cutting 
•Hedge cutting 
• Minor tree work 
• Fencing and walls 
•Patios and decking 
•Pathways and drives 
• Turfing and lawn seeding 
Please visit www.peterfarnley.co.uk 
to see examples of work or 
tel: 020 8333 7772 
or Mobile: 

07941 533640 
for a free personal visit 


X 1 XT WEEKLY 

London News 



To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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Gardening (Home Serv) 


Plumbing & Heating 


LOCAL FEMALE 
EXPERIENCED 
GARDENER 

r maintenance advice 
and all gardening needs 
Competitive Rates 

)7971 590 47 




PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

• FENCING •PATIOS 
•PAINTING & DECORATING 
•BUILDING WORK 
•GARDEN CLEARANCE 

ALL BUILDING WORK & 
MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 
0800 6226889 
07506 736548 


liMJhMMJI 


• Brickwork/blockwork 

• Extensions • Flat roofs 

• Painting/Tiling 
+ Freeview TV aerials/dishes 

SERVICE CALLS & REPAIRS 

07714 651 055 


To advertise in the 

services 

section 

Please contact 

020 8768 
4920 



iLJ 


SMALL 

BUILDER 

• Decorating • Fencing 
• Wiring • Plastering 

• Bathrooms • Roofing 

• Lean to/Conservatories 

All brick pointing & all 
general house repairs. 
Free estimates 

020 8302 5156 
07532 427 917 


DECORATING 

ZONE 

Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
15 Years Experience 

07947 667 135 


Painting & Decorating 



CW£3 PA.iifIM iTO 

Dii cdi1mel3 


y Professional Decorators 
k Exterior *Free Estimates 
ully InsOTed •Really Reliable • Clean & 
^Efficient • Commercial & Domestic 

Mobile: Q799 9-_„-- - 

c.streetdccorators@gmail.com 


Patios & Drives 


GLOBAL STONE 


WORKING THROUGHOUT THE UK - SEE 
OUR WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS 


www.globalstoneuk.com 



Offering only the finest drive and pathway products, we are 
dedicated to making your driveway dreams a reality. With a 
vast choice of colours and styles to choose from your design 
possibilities are vurtually limitless. We also undertake all 
types of property improvements. Only the best quality 
products are used and we are happy to recommend 
materials to suit your property or budget. 


Office: 0203 6833 Mobile: 07775 260 217 
Freephone: 0800 474 8895 


R/Q 213 North Street, Romford, Essex RM1 4QA 
We accept all major credit cards 


Plumbing & Heating 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

(JTfWjb Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

BC Tel: 0203 397 9532 

www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 


NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

£35 P.HR - OAP DISCOUNTS 

Repairs • Installations • Emergencies 
• Blocked Drains • Waste • Boilers 
• Taps • Leaks • Showers 
• Bathrooms 

25yrs experience. Estimates 

Russell 

Em 07739 357 498 (24hrs) -JO 


DR 

PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing 

Boiler installs 
Underfloor heating 
Landlords & 
Maintenance 
Family-run business 
since 2001 


Call 

07545 531 249 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4912 


Roofing & Guttering 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


SIMMONS 

Roof Repair Specialist 
All work fully guaranteed 
• New Roofs • Slate & Tiles • Lead Work 
• High performance flat roofs 
• Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 
For a FREE quote call 
07504 188 055/01702 743 570 



I ALLAWAY 

I RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
, ALL AREAS 
1 FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


VAN & 

2 MEN 

WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING 
ANYTIME. 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


Storage & Removals 


MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


Any Size Load, and Distance, Anywhere 

MANMAN 


AS MANY HANDS AS YOU NEED FOR AN ADDITIONAL £10 PER HOUR PER MAN 

i*kid.i ; iHrrc 

MINIMUM FEE APPLIES TO JOBS 
LESS THAN 2HRS 


a- 


STORAGE-HOUSE & RUBBISH CLEARANCES 


Tel: 02086597373 Mob: 07947994752 
Email: info@storytotell.co.uk Web: storytotell.co.uk 


YOUR LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER 

BEST FOR NEWS, SPORT, 
JOBS, CARS & HOMES 



Homes 


e-mail: property@slp.co.uk 
www.southlondonpress.co.uk 


1st Call Washing 
Machine Repairs 

No Call-Out Charge! 

Same day Repairs! 

12 months guarantee. 

All makes and models. 

All London area’s covered. 
Fast, efficient service. 

Call us now 
020 8776 5349 
07962 370 250 


Apartments & Flats for Sale 


Leisure 


“Chinese Lessons” 

Coming on 3rd April 
Learning Mandarin 
Chinese creatively 
@ Chelsea Old Town Hall 
Library & Hampstead 
Community Centre 

Online booking open now 
http:// 

www.learningmandarin.in/ 

small-group-lessons.php 

Enquires Ms Zhou 

07541 665 580 / 
07540 753 562 

Private Tuition Also Available 


BEAT THE STAMP DUTY INCREASE! 

BUY TO LET 
INVESTMENT W8 

Spacious (I058sq ft) first floor flat (currently let until March 2017) at rear of popular well 
managed and maintained block with lift and porter. Conveniently located close to an array of 
shops, bars, restaurants and with easy access to all public transport services and High Street 
Kensington underground. 

2 Double Bedrooms: Reception/Dining Room: 

Eat-In Kitchen: Bathroom: Shower Room. 

LEASEHOLD (approx. 178 years remaining). 

Offers in the region of £1,395,000 (STC) 

For further details please contact us on 
Tel: 020 7581 1741 or email 
property@ruckandruck.co.uk 


Apartments & Flats to Let 



ALL FLATS SW16 
STREATHAM COMMON NEAR BR 

Excludes Council Tax. NO DSS. 
Self-contained. Very large, highly decorated 
ground floor double bedroom flat, bedroom, 
living/dining, large kitchen, bath/shower/wc 
double glazing c/h suit couples. 

ONLY £1100 pcm 

Self contained large single studio flat separate 
Kitchen/dining shower/wc with small garden. 

ONLY £900 pcm 
CALL 020 3489 4811 


CATFORD 

Double room 
All amenities 

£400 pcm 

07951 058 227 


BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 

HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 

EVERY SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON 

1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
Closed 27th March & 3rd April 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm - 50p 
BUYERS from 12pm - £3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 

www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 


Malaga Spain 
LIVING THE DREAM 

Impressive 3 bed 2 bath 
gated country villa with pool. 

Land with fruit trees. 

2 mins drive to all amenities 
in picturesque white village. 
15 mins drive to coast. 
330,000 euros ono. 
Photos & contact: 

tel: 0141 416 2316 

LouiseLivinqSpain@outlook.com 


Property Wanted 


WE'LL BUY YOUR 
HOUSE NOW!! 


> Any Condition, Any Location 
» Market Value Paid 

► Free Valuation 

> Repossessions Stopped 

► Free Confidential Chat 


CALL US NOW ON 
020 8820 0792 



Conveyancing 


.P.PNVEYANCING_ 

Costs on registered freehold sales up 
to £500,000 


£495 


plus VAT 


NO ADDITIONAL CHARGES FOR INDEMNITY INSURANCE, MORTGAGE 
REDEMPTION, TELEPHONE CALLS OR POSTAGE AND STATIONERY 

Please contact us for details of costs on 
other conveyancing matters 
Ferns Solicitors (established 1989) 

112 Clapham High Street, London SW4 7UJ 
Telephone 020 7498 9537 
email: ferns@Dropertvsolicitors.com 



SE15 

1 BED FLAT 

Totally refurbished 
Ground floor access 
to shared garden, 
laminated floors, nice 
road, 10 min from 
Peckham Rye Station 
£825pcm 
deposit and ref 
01883 340 131 
07891 713 439 


Property Wanted 


To 

advertise 

your 

restaurant, 
bar or 
event, 
please 
oontact 

020 

8768 

4921 


WE’LL BUY YOUR 
HOUSE NOW!! 


• Any Condition, Any Location 

• Market Value Paid 

• Free Valuation 

• Repossessions Stopped 

• Free Confidential Chat 


CALL US NOW ON 

020 8820 0792 
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Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
VARIOUS ROADS 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate the safe movement of 
traffic and pedestrians during the 2016 Universities Boat Race on 
the River Thames, it made an Order the effect of which imposes 
temporary restrictions on vehicular traffic as shown in Articles 4 
and 5 of this notice. 

2. The Order would come into operation on the 23rd March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months. 

3. The temporary restrictions of this order do not apply in respect of: 

(i) a vehicle being used for fire brigade, ambulance or police 
purposes, 

(ii) anything done with the permission of a police constable in 
uniform or a Council employed parking attendant, 

(iii) a vehicle or trailer authorised by an officer from the Council to 
be used in connection with the said Boat Races. 

4. On the day of the 2016 Boat Race, when instructed by Council 
employees and whilst the authorised traffic signs are in place, no 
person shall cause any vehicle to proceed across, stop, wait, load 
or unload on Hammersmith Bridge. 

5. For the duration of this order and whilst the authorised traffic signs 
are in place, no person shall cause any vehicle to stop, wait, load 
or unload between 8am and midnight, on the day the 2016 
University Boat Race on the River Thames takes place and four 
days before that day, in the roads specified in this schedule: 

(a) BRIDGE VIEW. 

(b) HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE ROAD, between Rutland Grove and 
Lower Mall. 

(c) MALL ROAD. 

(d) OIL MILL LANE. 

(e) QUEEN CAROLINE STREET, the north-east to south-west 
arm, the north-west side, from a point 12.00 metres north-east 
of its south-westernmost extremity to a point 62.00 metres 
north-east of that extremity. 

(f) RIVERCOURT ROAD, between Great West Road and Upper 
Mall. 

(g) RUTLAND GROVE. 

(h) SOUTH BLACK LION LANE. 

(i) STEVENAGE ROAD, the south-west side, from a point 3.75 
metres north-west of the common boundary of Nos. 14 and 16 
Stevenage Road, to a point 15.00 metres south-east of that 
point. 

(j) WELTJE ROAD, between Great West Road and Upper Mall. 

Dated this 15th day of March 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 

000 

JOBS 

Turn to 
Expert 
Services 

_______ J 


FELIX OTTO BRENNER 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of 2 Callow Street, London 
SW3 6BE, who died on 05/02/2015, 
are required to send written particulars 
thereof to the undersigned on or before 
30/05/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
the claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

Harbottle & Lewis, Hanover House, 

14 Hanover Square, London W1S 1HP. 
Ref: 442/247597/1 


HELGE KRAUSE MAGNUSSEN 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of 7b Cresswell Place, 
London SW10 9RD, who died on 
04/07/2015, are required to send written 
particulars thereof to the undersigned 
on or before 30/05/2016, after which 
date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to the claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
Harbottle & Lewis, Hanover House, 

14 Hanover Square, London W1S 1HP. 
Ref: 442/316458/1 


To 

Mdvertiao 

your 

restaurant, 
bar or 
event, 
please 
call 

020 

8768 

4921 


Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 
1990 

1 give notice that 
applications have been made 
to the Council of the London 
Borough of Hammersmith & 
Fulham as follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 

2 And 4 Tadmor Street 
London W12 8AH 

2016/01040/FUL 
Erection of rear roof extensions 
involving an increase in the ridge 
height to both properties at no. 2 
and 4 Tadmor Street; raising the 
eaves height of the main front 
roof, raising the party walls and a 
chimney stack at roof level; 
installation of 2no rooflights in the 
front roofslope of no. 2 Tadmor 
Street and 1 no rooflight to no. 4 
Tadmor Street. 

3, 5, 9, 11, 13, 19, 21, 23, 

25, 27, 29, 31, 33A, 33 
Danehurst Street 
London SW6 6SA 

2016/00917/FUL 
Erection of front mansard roof 
extensions to No’s. 3, 5, 9, 11, 13, 
19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31,33A, 33 
Danehurst Street. 

67 Clonmel Road London 
SW6 5BL 2016/01054/FUL 
Excavation of the front garden to 
form a lightwell, installation of a 
door and two windows to rear 
elevation in connection with the 
enlargement of the basement. 

48 Ravenscourt Gardens 
London W6 OTU 

2016/00984/FUL 
Replacement of existing roof 
slates with new roof slates. 

Flat C First And Second 
Floors 24 Brackenbury Road 
London W6 OBA 

2016/01108/FUL 
Replacement of existing dormer 
windows with new enlarged 
dormer windows in the front and 
rear roofslope; installation of 1 no 
rooflight in the front roofslope and 
2no rooflights over the main flat 
roof at roof level. 

49 Reporton Road London 
SW6 7JP 2016/01122/VAR 
Variation of wording of condition 
13 of planning permission ref: 
2015/04295/FUL granted 13th 
November 2015 to read as ‘In 
order that the Council can update 
its records to ensure that the 
appropriate parking permits may 
be issued to each of the new 
flats.’ 

Banstead Court 60 Westway 
London W12 OQJ 

2015/04686/FUL 

Installation of fixed glazed 
rooflights to replace the existing at 
roof level to all five blocks A-E. 

46 Ashcombe Street London 
SW6 3AN 2016/01061/FUL 
Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level over part of the 
existing back addition following 
removal of the existing roof 
terrace; removal of part of the 
pitched roof of the back addition 
at second floor level to form a roof 
terrace enclosed with a slate 
covered balustrade; and 
installation of French doors to the 
rear elevation at second floor level 
in order to allow access to the roof 
terrace. 

17 South Black Lion Lane 
London W6 9TJ 

2016/00784/FUL 

Installation of an air conditioning 
unit on the flat roof of the ground 
floor rear extension at first floor 
level. 

144 Shepherd’s Bush Road 
London W6 7PB 

2016/01127/VAR 

Variation of Condition 3 of 
planning permission reference: 
2014/00525/FUL allowed on 
Appeal (ref: 

APP/H5390/W/15/3073505) on 
30th November 2015 for the 
“change of use of basement and 
ground floor from a Veterinary 
Surgery (Class D1) and office 
(Class B1) to a coffee shop (Class 
A1/A3).” A variation is required to 
an area of the premises at rear to 
achieve a new standard 
recommended within the noise 
report. 

38 Clonmel Road London 
SW6 5BJ 2016/01055/FUL 

Erection of a front roof extension, 
involving an increase in the ridge 
height by 200mm; increase height 
of the existing rear roof extension 
by 200mm. 

27 Wingate Road London 
W6 OUR 2016/01139/FUL 

Erection of a single storey 
extension to the side of the main 
dwellinghouse. 


Cambridge House 
100 Cambridge Grove 
London W6 OLE 

2016/00970/FUL 

Refurbishment and enlargement 
of the existing office building 
through; an extension of the 
central block at roof level; 
extension of the central block on 
the northern elevation, relocating 
the staircase; alterations and 
extensions to western block and; 
the erection of a new eastern 
block off the central block, 
comprising ground plus five 
storeys; together with two x 3 
storey, 4-bed residential units 
fronting Banim Street; associated 
car and cycle parking, 
landscaping and plant; a gated 
pedestrian route to Banim Street 
and entrance gates fronting 
Cambridge Grove. 

29 Lord Napier Place 
London W6 9UB 

2016/00735/FUL 
Excavation of the rear garden to 
form a lightwell in connection with 
the extension of the existing 
basement; and erection of an 
external staircase from the rear 
lightwell up to the rear access 
gate. 

14 Dorville Crescent London 
W6 OHJ 

2016/00934/FUL 

Installation of a new door in the 
rear roofslope; removal of the 
chimney stack and the erection of 
obscure glazed screen around 
part of the flat roof at second floor 
level to the rear elevation, in 
connection with its use as a 
terrace; installation of 1 no 
rooflight in the front roofslope. 

27 - 33 King Street London 
W6 9HW 2016/01018/ADV 

Display of an internally illuminated 
fascia sign and 2no. internally 
illuminated projecting signs on the 
front elevation fronting King 
Street; display of 2no. internally 
illuminated fascia signs on the 
rear elevation fronting Black’s 
Road. 

19 Poplar Grove London W6 
7RF 2016/01142/FUL 

Excavation of the front, side and 
rear garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the enlargement 
of the existing basement. 

2, 4, 6, 8, And 10 Woolneigh 
Street London SW6 3AX 

2016/01155/FUL 
Erection of front roof extensions 
to property nos. 2, 4, 6, 8 And 10 
Woolneigh Street. 

29 Coniger Road London 
SW6 3TB 2016/00382/FUL 
Excavation of the front and rear 
garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the enlargement 
of the existing basement; erection 
of metal railings at the front of the 
property at ground floor level. 

Flat Third Floor 2 Maclise 
Road London W14 OPR 

2016/01029/FUL 
Retention of a roof terrace at roof 
level and access stairs. 

1 Rylett Studios 77 Rylett 
Crescent London W12 9RP 

2016/00671/FUL 
Amendments to previously 
approved planning permission ref: 
2015/04791/FUL granted 18th 
December 2015 for the ‘Change 
of use of the existing building 
from office (Class B1) into 1 x 4 
bedroom single family 
dwellinghouse (Class C3); 
formation of a roof terrace at first 
floor to the side elevation; 
installation of 2no rooflights in the 
side roofslope; installation of a 
new window to replace the 
existing door at ground floor level 
to the front elevation.’ 
Amendments to include 
installation of 1 no rooflight in the 
side roofslope, bricking up of 1 no 
window at first floor level and 1 no 
window at ground floor level to 
the side elevation, installation of a 
new window and door to replace 
the existing doors at ground floor 
level to the side elevation. 

31 Perrymead Street London 
SW6 3SN 

2016/01010/FUL 

Excavation of the rear and part of 
the front garden to form lightwells 
in connection with the 
enlargement of the existing 
basement; erection of an external 
staircase from basement to 
garden level at the rear of the 
property. 

443 North End Road London 
SW6 1NY 2016/01003/FUL 

Alterations to the main flat roof at 
roof level to include installation of 
a glazed roof access hatch and 
the erection of metal balustrades 
around part of the roof in 
connection with its use as a 
terrace. 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 


putting residents first 


Flat Basement 33 Richford 
Street London W6 7HJ 

2016/01042/FUL 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side of the 
existing back addition; 
replacement of existing door with 
a window to the side of the single 
storey back addition; replacement 
of existing window with a door at 
ground floor level to the rear 
elevation. 

4 Ravenscourt Square 
London W6 OTW 

2016/01068/VAR 

Variation of condition 2 of 
planning permission ref: 
2015/01842/FUL granted 16th 
June 2015 to allow amendments 
to the approved plans to include 
increasing the height of the first 
floor rear extension by 400mm. 

26 Coniger Road London 
SW6 3TA 2016/01084/FUL 
Erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side and rear of 
the existing back addition; 
excavation of the front garden 
and part of the rear garden to 
form lightwells in connection with 
the enlargement of the existing 
basement. 

35 Lime Grove London 
W12 8EE 2016/01099/FUL 

Erection of a rear dormer roof 
extension; installation of double 
doors to rear elevation at first 
floor level to replace existing 
door; erection of a single storey 
rear extension, to the side and 
rear of the existing back addition; 
erection of a timber clad bin store 
in the front garden. 

19 Niton Street London 
SW6 6NH 2016/01004/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof extension 
to replace existing; erection of a 
rear extension at second floor 
level over part of the existing back 
addition; and excavation of the 
front garden and part of the rear 
garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the creation of a 
new basement. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION 
WORK) 

FOR LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT 

48 Ravenscourt Gardens 
London W6 OTU 

2016/00985/LBC 

Replacement of existing roof 
slates with new roof slates. 

Olympia Exhibition Centre 
Hammersmith Road London 
W14 8UX 2016/01135/LBC 

Refurbishment of 5No. visitor 
toilet areas to include full removal 
of existing floor, ceiling and wall 
finishes to replace with new; 
formation of 1 No. new structural 
opening, enlargement and 
reopening of 2No. existing 
openings; associated internal 
alterations. 

163 The Grampians 
Shepherd’s Bush Road 
London W6 7NB 

2016/01130/LBC 
Retention of a 1.01 meter high 
timber trellis to external balcony. 
FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING 
OR CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 

48 Ravenscourt Gardens 
London W6 OTU 

2016/00984/FUL 

Replacement of existing roof 
slates with new roof slates. 

29 Lord Napier Place 
London W6 9UB 

2016/00735/FUL 
Excavation of the rear garden to 
form a lightwell in connection with 
the extension of the existing 
basement; and erection of an an 
external staircase from the rear 
lightwell up to the rear access 
gate. 

27 - 33 King Street London 

W6 9HW 2016/01018/ADV 

Display of an internally illuminated 
fascia sign and 2no. internally 
illuminated projecting signs on the 
front elevation fronting King 
Street; display of 2no. internally 
illuminated fascia signs on the 
rear elevation fronting Black’s 
Road. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
10th April 2016. See below for 
ways of commenting on 
applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 


applying to HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL for planning 
permission to carry out the 
following development: 
Refurbishment and enlargement 
of the existing office building 
through; an extension of the 
central block at roof level; 
extension of the central block on 
the northern elevation, relocating 
the staircase; alterations and 
extensions to western block and; 
the erection of a new eastern 
block off the central block, 
comprising ground plus five 
storeys; together with two x 3 
storey, 4-bed residential units 
fronting Banim Street; associated 
car and cycle parking, 
landscaping and plant; a gated 
pedestrian route to Banim Street 
and entrance gates fronting 
Cambridge Grove. 

The proposal constitutes a major 
development. 

Garage Adjacent 2A 
Harbledown Road London 
2016/00932/FUL 
I give notice that Mr Matthew 
Cox is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission 
to carry out the following 
development: Demolition of the 
existing single storey garage and 
erection of a part one, part two 
storey plus-basement single 
family dwellinghouse; formation of 
a roof terrace at first floor level to 
the front elevation. 

40 Radipole Road London 
SW6 5DL 2016/01107/FUL 
I give notice that Mr G 
Santaniello is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission 
to carry out the following 
development: Conversion of 
property from two to three self- 
contained residential flats; 
erection of an additional floor at 
roof level including the formation 
of a roof terrace to the front 
elevation; erection of a rear 
extension at third floor level on 
top of the existing back addition; 
erection of a rear extension at first 
floor level over part of the existing 
back addition; excavation of the 
front garden and part of the rear 
garden to form lightwells, in 
connection with the enlargement 
of the existing basement; 
installation of railings around flat 
roofs to the rear at first, second 
and third floor levels, in 
connection with their uses as roof 
terraces; installation of French 
doors in the rear elevation at first, 
second and third floor levels to 
provide access to the proposed 
roof terraces; and installation of 
bi-fold doors to replace existing 
window and French doors in the 
rear elevation at ground floor 
level. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 

10th April 2016. See below for 
ways of commenting on 
applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 

Executive Director for Transport 
and Technical Services 
on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL 

You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their 
progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning . Click 
on the ‘Planning Online’ logo on 
the Planning Home Page. 

You can also E-mail comments to: 
plancomments@lbhf.gov.uk 
You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at 
our office RECEPTION FIRST 
FLOOR HAMMERSMITH TOWN 
HALL EXTENSION KING STREET 
W6 between 9.00am and 
5.00pm, Monday to Friday, 
excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments on 
applications please E-mail them 
through our website or post them 
to DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
ENVIRONMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT TOWN HALL 
KING STREET W6 9JU by the 
date shown above. Please 
include the application reference 
number and the name of the 
planning officer. We will try to 
consider any representations 
received after the date indicated 
but this cannot be guaranteed so 
please reply promptly. For initial 
enquiries call our information and 
reception service on 020 8753 
1081 or 020 8753 1082. 


Cambridge House 100 
Cambridge Grove London 
W6 OLE 2016/00970/FUL 

I give notice that The Aircraft 
Factory Hammersmith Ltd is 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard 
Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the 
Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descrip¬ 
tions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the 
provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading 
Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities 
must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) 

Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, 
commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, 
be deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their 
names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addi¬ 
tion to these requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 
1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling 
goods in the course of business either by content, format, size or 
place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, 
‘dealer’, ‘agent’, ‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or 
damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing 
of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or 
day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box 
numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the 
day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion 
days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons 
the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. 
This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain 
full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to 
vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, 
whether or not the advertisement has already been accepted for 
publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertise¬ 
ments, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents 
should therefore check their advertisements and inform us of any 
errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Typographical or minor changes, 
which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify 
for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi¬ 
display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards 
Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help 
finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the 
Advertising Standards Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force 
at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for 
remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers 
shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an 
acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the 
Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the 
publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the 
value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms of 
less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had 
been allowed will be reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed 
terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank 
of England base rate for each month that the account is over¬ 
due and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will 
be reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will 
be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent 
to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and sever¬ 
ally liable for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should 
the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the 
agent acts for the advertiser and not for the publisher with the 
agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the 
accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice 
date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the pub¬ 
lishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure 
the continuity of these services, but some occasional technical 
downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher 
and its associated companies shall be under no liability if the pro¬ 
duction and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by 
any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published 
advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. 
Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially 
by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not 
reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 
Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not 
available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testi¬ 
monials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must 
not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as 
part of the advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no 
charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertise¬ 
ments, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone 
number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a 
credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the 
fact that a search has been made. We may need to share your 
information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. 
However, we will only use the information from these searches to 
make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud preven¬ 
tion or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and 
analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group 
Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or 
they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may 
be of interest to you. The information may be provided by letter, 
telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may 
be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult 
services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such adver¬ 
tisements. 


Public Notices 


Tul. 020 8768 4930 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(HALDANE ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate tower crane 
operations in the above named road, it made an Order the effect of 
which prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the above named 
road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs 
are displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, 
wait, load or unload in a section of Haldane Road between its 
junctions with North End Road and No. 5 Haldane Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via 
Hartismere Road, Tournay Road and North End Road. 

4. Whilst the works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic 
signs are displayed the one way working system in Haldane Road 
would be suspended. 

5. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference 
with the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any 
vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance 
purposes and anything done with the permission or at the direction 
of a police constable in uniform. 

6. The Order would come into operation on the 30th March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works 
are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

7. Works would be expected to commence on Wednesday, 30th 
March 2016 and last for 1 day. With a back up date scheduled for 
the 7th of April 2016. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these 
dates. 

Dated this 15th day of March 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


r ^ 


To advertise in the 



Tel: 02087684919 



To advertise your restaurant, 
bar or event, please contact 

020 8768 4921 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(BEAUFORT MEWS) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate utility works to be carried 
out in the above named road, it intends to make an Order the effect of 
which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of the above named 
road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, 
load or unload in Beaufort Mews. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with 
the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle 
being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 12th April 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 12th April 2016 
and last for 07 days. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these 
dates. 

Dated this 15th day of March 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(LOCHALINE STREET) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate Thames Water works 
works to be carried out in the above named road, it made an Order the 
effect of which prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the above 
named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, 
load or unload in a section of Lochaline Street between its junctions 
with Fulham Palace Road and No. 2 Lochaline Street. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Winslow 
Road, Manbre Raod and Parfrey Street. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with the 
execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being 
used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on Tuesday 29th March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 29th March 2016 
and last for 2 weeks. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 15th day of March 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 



Call: 


0208 768 4919 


Fax: 


0208 776 8863 


Email: 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Drivers/Distribution 


SWEMKO UK LTD 

We have a role for a 
FACTORY WORKER / 

RELIEF DELIVERY DRIVER 

The job involves both grinding and delivery driving. 
The position includes full training. 

The role is based in our London branch SE15 
Please send CV's to: 
john.wood@swemkoknife.com 


Building & Construction 


BENCH HAND/LABOURER 

Joinery Co. Require Versatile Person 

Clean Driving Licence, Dutie^Deliverie^Collections, 
Spray Priming, Putting Joinery Together. 

No Experience Necessary 

Monday to Friday 8 am to 4.30 pm 
Would Suit Person Willing to Learn. 

Phone: 0744 253 0266 or 020 8691 0976 



OUT OF 
WORK? 


Join Job Seekers Club 
57-59 Trinity Road 
SW177SD 


Ring Walter: 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 



Holy Trinity CE School 


Ey 


Upper Tulse Hill, London SW2 2RL 


Headteacher: Mr Lascelles Haughton 


Class Teachers 

KS1 & KS2 - Required September 2016 
Leadership opportunities also available 
for suitable candidates 

The Governing Body is keen to appoint excellent 
class teachers to join the staff team in September 
2016. There are posts available in KS1 and KS2. 

We are also proud to be able to offer some leadership 
opportunities to suitable candidates. 

Are you: an excellent practitioner and leader 
able to inspire children's learning, build positive 
relationships, be an effective team player and 
contribute to a school ethos that promotes 
outstanding Christian and life values? If so, then 
why not apply to work in this friendly and thriving 
school community? 

The successful candidates will be given the 
opportunity to develop their own leadership skills 
and career, in a school that is strongly committed 
to the principle of equality and opportunity for all. 

Please contact Mrs Denise Richards, School 
Office Manager, on 020 8674 9051 or email 
drichards@holytrinity.lambeth.sch.uk for an 
application form and the selection criteria, 
and if you would like to visit the school. 

Closing date for applications: 

12 noon, Friday 22nd April 2016. 

Interviews: Thursday 28th April. Lambeth 


Holy Trinity School is committed to the safeguarding of children 
and all appointments are subject to satisfactory references and a 
successful enhanced disclosure from the Disclosure and Barring Service. 



\ 

Chestnut Grove Academy 


45 Chestnut Grove, Balham, London SW12 8JZ 
Headteacher: Christian Kingsley MA, MSc, NPQH 


Ofsted 2008 ‘an Outstanding school' 


PREMISES OFFICER Required for May 2016 
Full Time - 36 hours per week (shift work required) 
Scale 2 Salary: £18,933 p.a. paid overtime available 


We are looking for a Premises Officer to join our friendly 
and professional site maintenance team. You will need 
to be flexible and able to undertake a variety of premises 
and security related duties, using a range of skills including 
electrical, carpentry, decorating and cleaning. You will have a 
positive “can do" attitude, good communication skills, work 
well under pressure and enjoy working as part of a team in a 
busy school environment. 


TEACHING ASSISTANTS Required asap 
Term Time Only (39 weeks a year) - 30 hours per week 
Scale 1c Point 8, Actual salary: £12,208 p.a. 


We are looking for enthusiastic and committed candidates to 
join our outstanding team of teaching assistants. You will work 
to support students with Education Health and Care Plans 
who have a range of cognitive and behavioural needs. 

Experience of working with young people with ASD or SEMH 
is highly desirable. You will need a positive attitude, excellent 
communication skills, ability to work as part of a team, 
flexibility and a desire to make a difference. 

Further information and application packs are available from 
the school's website: www.chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk 
or by contacting Sheila Payen on 0208 673 8737. 

CLOSING DATE FOR BOTH POSTS: Monday 11th April 2016 at noon 
INTERVIEWS FOR BOTH POSTS: w/c Monday 18th April 2016 

ALL POSTS SUBJECTTO DBS CHECKS. 

Chestnut Grove is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


www.chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk 


Trainee Sales 
Negotiator required 

No experience necessary 
Salary up to £17,500 plus commission 

Please send CV to: 

Ben Nyarko 

ANDREWS ESTATE AGENTS 
266/268 Streatham High Road 
London SW161HS 
Tel: 020 8769 7722 

Sales Progressor 
required 

Experience necessary 
Competitive salary 

Please send CV to: 

Ben Nyarko 

ANDREWS ESTATE AGENTS 
266/268 Streatham High Road 
London SW161HS 
Tel: 020 8769 7722 


Book-keeper 

P E N G E 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd is the parent 
company of some of London’s oldest local 
newspapers, South London Press, The Mercury 
series and London Weekly News series based in 
South London and we are also Pulmans View 
From series in Dorset. 

Due to a recent change of ownership and 
re-organisation, the Penge office is looking for 
a Book-keeper. 

The successful candidate will be an all-round 
accounting person who can deal with the 
Purchase Ledger, the Credit Control and Sales 
Ledger as well as other sundry accounting 
functions. 

Along with the relevant qualifications to do this 
job, the successful applicant will have an 
excellent work ethic, able to work to deadlines, 
prioritise work load during busy times and roll up 
sleeves to help during quiet periods. 

Contact Karen Sheppard 
Tel: 020 8768 4903 
Email: karen@slp.co.uk 


Media Sales Executives - 
Field and Telephone Sales 

The South London Press, Mercury and London Weekly News are 
looking for Media Sales Executives. We need new team members 
to join our existing sales force to sell advertising solutions to 
businesses right across London. 

Our titles cover South West/East London, Central London and 
West London along with associated websites. We are looking for 
exceptional people to join our team at our offices based in Penge 
SE20. 

The roles are varied but the constant will be to service existing 
customers and grow our business by building good, solid 
relationships with business owners by helping them to make the 
right decision when putting together their advertising schedules. 

To be successful you will need to have a flexible approach, be 
innovative and creative, you must be able to work well under 
pressure and have a very strong will to succeed in what is an 
extremely competitive industry. 

A proven sales background in publishing is preferred, however we 
are also interested to talk to people who are highly motivated and 
keen to learn. 

The Offer: 

Basic salary 

Bonus structure (paid monthly) 

Opportunity to earn additional commission through special 
publications 

5 weeks holiday per annum 

Pension scheme (after qualifying period) 

Fully expensed company car (Field Sales positions only) 
On-going training 

If you would like to know more, please contact Karen McLean 
by email at karen.mclean@slp.co.uk - I look forward to hearing 
from you. 


CAPITAL 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd 

Yeoman House, 6th Floor, 

63 Croydon Road, 

Penge SE20 7TS 



CAPITAL 

Media Newspapers Lid 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd 

Yeoman House, 6th Floor, 

63 Croydon Road, 

Penge SE20 7TS 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


R’s denied by the 
footballing gods 


N O wonder manager Jimmy Floyd 

Hasselbaink left Preston's Deepdale 
ground on Saturday bemoaning ill 
fortune after his side were denied their third 
consecutive win for the first time this season. 


LOFTUS ROAD 
' RANGERS REVIEW 

^ With Tony McDonald 


The common 
consensus is that 
Preston should have had 
their captain Tom Clarke 
sent-off for pulling back 
R’s Tjaronn Chery when 
the in-form attacker was 
clean through, 30 yards 
from goal, in the 82nd 
minute and looking set 
to add to Sebastian 
Polter’s fifth minute 
headed goal. 

Instead, much to 
widespread amazement, 
Clarke was only shown 
a yellow card by referee 
Andy Woolmer. 

To add insult to injury, 


Preston then equalised 
through Eoin Doyle’s 
92nd minute near-post 
header. 

“He pulls him back, 
it’s a red card. We all 
know the rules, it was 
clear-cut,” said 
Hasselbaink of the 
Chery incident. 

In fairness, Rangers’ 
Dutch boss admitted 
Chery had earlier 
wasted a great chance to 
seal an away victory 
when put through by 
Polter. But his shot from 
15 yards was parried 
clear by advancing 


Preston keeper Anders 
Lindegaard. 

Hasselbaink added: 

“I’m very frustrated not 
to have won the game. At 
1-0, we had a great 
chance to make it 2-0 but 
we still should have gone 
on to win. 

“Preston put us under 
pressure in the first half, 
but we soaked it up. And 
when we had the ball, we 
caused them problems. 

“In the second half, we 
did that even better. We 
created chances, while 
they didn’t. 

“It’s frustrating, 
because if you look at the 
whole game, we deserved 
the three points. 

Hasselbaink concluded: 
“Today we were 
unfortunate, but if you 
look at some of the 
decisions that were made, 
the gods were not with 
us.” 

There is a growing 
sense among fans that 
Rangers are showing real 
signs of sustained 
improvement under 
Hasselbaink. 

After the international 
break, mid-table Hoops 
will resume after Easter 
with a tough home game 
against third-placed 
Middlesbrough on 
Friday, April 1. 

■ QPR have earned 
praise for their much 
improved 

communications with 
supporters following 
last week’s fans’ forum 
attended by Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink, 
director of football Les 
Ferdinand and CEO 
Lee Hoos. 

Clive Whittingham, 
who runs the respected 
Loft For Words website, 
said: “The club has 
improved how it 


communicates and 
deals with its 
supporters. This forum 
of little over an hour 
was positively serene 
compared to the two- 
hour battering Phil 
Beard took in this room 
a couple of years back 
when it transpired that 
not only had the CEO 
of the time not been 
responding to 
supporters’ emails, he 
hadn’t appointed 
anybody else to do it 
either and so one 
relatively small 
individual grievance 
after another was 
cobbed at him, as it was 
the only time he’d ever 
made himself available 
to receive them. 

“QPR are 

communicating with 
their fans, be it through 
Lee Hoos’ supporters’ 
consultation committee, 
through fans’ forums, 
the media team meeting 
with the fan sites or 
whatever. None of this 
was taking place two- 
and-a-half years ago, 
and it meant an ‘us and 
them’ attitude built up 
and often tiny issues 
were allowed to grow 
and fester for months, 
possibly without 
anybody at the club 
knowing or caring that 
they existed. This 
regular contact means 


events like this will be 
calmer, tamer affairs 
and that’s no bad thing. 
It also means issues big 
and small are being 
dealt with quickly.” 

One of the most 
revealing facts to 
emerge from the latest 
forum was Director of 
football Les 
Ferdinand’s admission 
that: “In the Premier 
League we were in the 
top half of payers in 
that division and we 
couldn’t sustain that. At 
the end of any one 
season you want to 
replenish with two or 
three players 
maximum, but we were 
replenishing with 13 
different players. It’s 
impossible to get 
everyone right, they 
had to fit with the 
budget and some of 
them will go this 
summer. I don't want to 
bring another 10 
players in.” 

Ferdinand said the 
amount of players the 
club needed to move on 
from last season meant 
a lot of personnel had 
to be brought in on a 
budget, to keep some 
sort of a team together 
while reducing the 
wage bill. 

We’ll bring you more 
from the forum in next 
week’s issue. 



■ SEB Polter headed QPR in front at Preston 
Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Friday, April 1 

QPR v Middlesbrough, 7.45 
Saturday, April 2 
Aston Villa v CHELSEA, 12.45 
FULHAM v Milton Keynes Dons, 3.00 


■ CHELSEA from back page 

getting used to the big resistance (quality 
opposition). But I think it is difficult to say 
they are my key players. They are 19, 20 
years-old and I think it is a little bit too 
much to ask for them to be a key player like 
a Didier Drogba, John Terry or Frank 
Lampard - they had many years of 
experience. That’s too much, so for now 
they must be an addition to a good team.” 

Changing the football philosophy of an 
elite club is difficult and fraught with 
danger, as the current side has found when 
attempting to morph from a highly 
pragmatic side under Mourinho into 
something more expansive. Hiddink knows 
this and he confirmed the club is in a 
transition phase. But quite what they are 
trying to become is still unknown. 

So does the club have a bigger problem, 
in that it needs to decide what type of 
football it wants to play - counter-attack or 


possession - which will dictate the type of 
players needed to be recruited? 

Hiddink has a word of caution for the 
club’s hierarchy and incoming manager. 

“That’s true,” he said. “But I think the 
Premier League is not a league where you 
can just be a counter-attacking team. 

Attractive nature 

“What you saw at the weekend against 
West Ham ... normally everyone is happy 
with a draw, but with two minutes to go, 
Chelsea were going forward and wanted to 
make it 3-2, as were West Ham. That’s the 
attractive nature of this British Premier 
League. So it’s difficult to say, ‘Hey, I want 
a counter-attacking team’. 

“I think that the people like to be 
entertained. Of course they like to win, but 
the first thought in England is going 
forward and not this boring possession, 


playing wide in the back four or whatever.” 

And is it the philosophy of the club itself? 

“I think so, yeah. At least it is my 
philosophy.” 

It’s a shame Guus Hiddink will be 
lowering his golfing handicap instead of 
trying to re-create a Chelsea team that 
embodies his philosophy. 


■ CHELSEA under-18s are in pole 
position to reach their fifth FA Youth 
Cup final in a row, having beaten 
Blackburn Rovers 1-0 away in the semi¬ 
final, first leg. 

The only goal of last Friday’s game came 
from the head of defender Fikayo Tomori. 

The second leg is at Stamford Bridge on 
Friday, April 8 at 7.45pm. 

Paul Lagan 



■ VETERAN midfielder Scott Parker squandered a golden chance to give Fulham 
the lead at Birmingham Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 

Jokanovic will fret 
over absent strikers 


■ FULHAM from back page 

"We have to forget everything that 
has happened and start again and 
try and get all the points in front of 
us. We need to be all together. I'll 
need people who started today and 
I'll need people who were on the 
bench or in the stand." 

Injured in warm-up 

Fulham were dealt a blow prior to 
kick-off when Fernando Amorebieta 
was injured in the warm-up. He was 
replaced by Dan Burn. 

"Fernando has some kind of ankle 
problem "confirmed Jokanovic."l 
expect he'll be available for the next 
game." 


Despite a break from action this 
weekend, it won't be totally stress- 
free for Jokanovic, who must hope 
that both of his first choice strikers, 
Ross McCormack and Moussa 
Dembele, return from international 
duty injury-free. McCormack has 
been called into the Scotland squad 
(as a replacement for Norwich City's 
Steven Naismith) for their friendly 
against the Czech Republic in Prague 
on Thursday (March 24) and at home 
against Denmark next Tuesday 
(29th), while Dembele is in the 
France Under-20 squad. Emerson 
Hyndman is in the USA Under-23 
party for their Olympic Play-Off 
double-header against Colombia. 


Cricket fund is a hit 


T HE sold-out Cricket for 
Heroes match last year at 
the Kia Oval raised 
£326,414 for Help For Heroes. 

Surrey CCC chief executive Richard 
Gould presented the cheque to Jeff 
Blackett from Help for Heroes at the 
Kia Oval last week. 

The memorable fixture brought 
world stars such as M.S. Dhoni, 
Brendon McCullum, Brian Lara, 
Mahela Jayawardene and Matthew 
Hayden to the Kia Oval for a fantastic 
night of cricketing fundraising. 


Individual donations included cash 
in buckets, the purchase of wrist 
bands and t-shirts and went all the 
way up to one fan donating £1,000 
for each of former England captain 
Andrew Strauss'four boundaries. 

Newly-promoted Surrey will play 
their first Specsavers-sponsored 
County Championship Division One 
match of the season against 
Nottinghamshire at Trent Bridge on 
Sunday, April 10. 

Middlesex will open against 
Warwickshire at Lord's a week later. 
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Hiddink on the 



right course 


FABULOUS free-kick by Cesc Fabregas brought Chelsea their first equaliser Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


G UUS Hiddink will have all the 
time in the world in the summer 
to get his golf handicap back 
down to four. 

Chelsea’s 69-year-old interim manager has not had 
time to play since taking the reins at SW6 but will hit 
the greens in the coming days as the Premier League 
takes an enforced break for international friendlies. 

Having overseen a sixth draw at home - 2-2 against 
West Ham United - since taking over from Jose 
Mourinho in December, the Dutchman is 
contemplating striking a few balls as he works out how 
to finish the season on a high note. 

Asked what he will be doing until Blues take on 
Aston Villa at Villa Park on April 2, he half-joked: 
“My plan is to hit a very small white ball over the next 
few days and to hit it as far as I can, which is over 200 
yards. 

“No, seriously, I'm going to have a rest for a few 
days and then re-start because the players are going 


# By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

“There won’t be many players at Cobham, just one 
or two that will have treatment and the rest will have 
time off.” 

Chelsea twice came from behind to scrape a draw 
against the high-flying Hammers thanks to a couple of 
Cesc Fabregas dead-ball strikes - one a beautiful free- 



This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


he joined), and when you 
play in a big club in a 
difficult situation you 
must have some pride. 

You are champions, the 
title is still yours, so play 
with your heart and with 
desire.” 

With Diego Costa ruled 

out due to his red card in the FA Cup defeat against the opportunity to win the penalty. 

Everton and having time off to go on holiday (anger “We work on those things and he is progressing. He 
management classes would probably be a more is coping very well. He has advanced in January and 
effective use of his time, having being dumped by February and is proving that now. It means there is 
Spain), his replacement Bertrand Traore appears to another competition, another hierarchy for Pato. 

have the full confidence of Hiddink, whereas loanee “It would have been easy to say Pato has come and 
kick, the other a last-gasp penalty. In doing so, Blues Pat0 is struggling 

to convince him that he warrants a so he must play. But I have to be fair to the other 


again showed a high level of self-motivation, with a 
little advice from Hiddink thrown in. 


Heart and desire 

“I tell them we have to get the maximum out of the 
team and the maximum out of the League table, to get 
the best position we can get under the circumstances 
we have experienced,” said Hiddink. 

“But there is also more of a moral appeal - that you 
away to do their duties with the national team all over are at a big club that has had a very difficult season, 
Europe and in South America. recovering step by step, unbeaten in the league (since 


starting role. strikers, it’s my judgement, and these guys are in 

“He is working hard, but you have to take into competition.” 
consideration the situation when we got Pato on loan. However, Hiddink appeared to offer Pato a glimmer 
It was a difficult time, because Remy and Falcao were of hope when he added: “He is doing well. Maybe 


out for longer periods. Traore has progressed since 
December. 

“We have been working daily with him, he’s a young 
kid and if you saw one example against West Ham - 
the lay-off which allowed Willian to penetrate and give 
the final pass to Ruben (Loftus-Cheek) - you hardly 
noticed it, but it was a very soft five yards and we got 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Fulham feeling the heat 


W ITH Fulham now teetering on the 

brink of the relegation zone, Slavisa 
Jokanovic has a two-week gap in 
which to try and put things right on the 
training ground. 

Saturday's 1 -1 draw at Birmingham City saw 
Whites drop to 21 st position, just one place and 
a point above the bottom three. 

With eight Championship matches remaining, 
the heat is on in SW6. 

Fulham's next opponents are Milton Keynes 
Dons, the team separating them from the drop 
zone, so the fixture at Craven Cottage on 
Saturday, April 2 now takes on a look of epic 
proportions. 

If you believe that the bottom two, Bolton 
Wanderers and Charlton Athletic, are doomed 
to fall into League One in May, then it leaves 
revitalised Rotherham United, Fulham and MK 
Dons contesting a three-way scrap for survival. 

At Birmingham, Fulham led at half-time 
thanks to Rohan Ince's first goal for the club. 
Tom Cairney set him up in the 38th minute with 
a clever back-heel but Ince's tame shot should 
have been easily dealt with by City keeper 
Kuszczak, who allowed the ball to squirm under 


his body and over the goal-line. 

That should have made it 2-0 to the visitors, 
because big earner Scott Parker had earlier 
missed a glorious chance to put his side ahead. 
Receiving a one-two from Emerson Hyndman 
inside the six-yard box, Parker inexplicably 
delayed his shot and by the time he did chip a 
weak effort goalwards, it was headed clear from 
under the crossbar. 

Another worry 

As we know, Fulham very rarely do clean 
sheets. The inevitable Birmingham equaliser 
came from David Cotterill's routine right-wing 
cross, before Michael Morrison out-jumped 
Whites'defence to score with a downward 
header that returning keeper Marcus Bettinelli 
failed to lay a finger on. 

That's now 24 points Whites have conceded 
from winning positions this season. 

Another worry is that their previously 
impressive goals-for tally is drying up.They 
have managed only seven in their last six 
games, which have all been winless. 

It could have been worse, though. 


Birmingham nearly won it late on as David 
Davis'shot hit the post before Clayton 
Donaldson somehow blazed the rebound over 
the bar from close-range. 

Meanwhile, at Stadium MK, the Dons missed 
an injury-time penalty in their 2-1 home defeat 
by Brighton. Had that chance been taken, only 
goal difference would now be keeping Fulham 
out of the bottom three. 

"In front of us is a very important period," head 
coach Jokanovic said in the St. Andrew's press 
room. "We have to fight for all the points. We 
had some chances, Birmingham some too. I 
cannot be satisfied (with a point) but we need 
to keep going. 

"We were very competitive today. At this 
moment, we've got a month-and-a-half until 
the end of the season. We played good football 
against a team in the top half, but we didn't 
win. It's a point and if you cannot win three, it's 
important you get one. 

"Our future is in our hands and we'll fight until 
the last second. Let's be brave, intelligent and 
play with desire like we did today. 

■ Continued on page 27 


after the international break we will see what happens. 
But I never give promises or guarantees to players. We 
still have games to go after the break. For me, it was 
important to have the team intact up to the break and 
we will see what we can do with the youngsters.” 

Antonio Conte is widely expected to replace Hiddink 
at the end of the season, but in the meantime the 
Dutchman suggests the club’s hierarchy are perhaps 
not taking full advantage of his massive managerial 
experience. 

Asked what the players are showing in terms of 
character and whether they are playing for their future, 
he said: “I am not making decisions about their future. 
But when you are in difficult situations, you know how 
people react and can put a fair judgement on players 
as well. It’s true, but that's not up to me to make 
decisions.” 

Is he offering the club or Conte any advice? 

“No, not at this moment. I think the person who is 
coming in will have his analysis about the team from 
the outside. And so far, when asked, I will give my 
opinion. If asked (he corrected himself) - I hope you 
get my grammar right, eh? ‘When’ and ‘if’ are 
different. 

Reacted positively 

“What I look for in terms of character is what 
happens after a setback. For instance, in the first half 
against West Ham, Willian had - by his high 
standards - some easy ball losses in possession. He 
was not under pressure, and he knew that. He shouted, 
‘Ah, my God!’ 

“It would have been easy to replace him, as we had 
other players to bring on, but he reacted positively. He 
said to himself, 'Hey, I have to be a big player and I 
have to react'. That is what he did in the second half. 
And that is the reaction we like to see from players in 
a difficult time.” 

Although Chelsea fans would like to see youth given 
a chance, with Loftus-Cheek, Traore and Kenedy 
leading the way, Hiddink - like Mourinho before 
him - is not convinced they are yet worthy of a regular 
starting berth. 

“The Premier League is difficult,” he said. “That's 
why I bring them in every now and then. They are 

■ Continued on page 27 


‘Gods against us’ says Rangers boss - page 27 


















FREE WILLS 

MONTH 


helping great charities 


Please see list of participating solicitors on back page 


www.freewillsmonth.org.uk/lwn 




Lifeboats 



©rthritis 
•Research UK 











Charities are 
paying for people 
aged 55 and over 
to have simple 
Wills written or 
updated provided 
they apply during 
Free Wills Month. 


If you're making your Will as a couple, onfy one of you 
needs to be 55. 

This is your opportunity to make a lasting difference 
by leaving: 

■ A share or percentage of your estate. Half of all 
gifts left to charities are a share of the person's 
estate after fam*y and friends have been 
remembered. These gifts save you having to decide 
on a preose amount to leave. 

■ A sum of money such as 500 or £5000. 

■ Specific gifts, such as jewellery, furniture, shares, 
collections or property. 

Free Wills Month is restricted to people who 
contact a participating solicitor during March. 


Taking part is easy 

Just cal a participating solicitor for an appomtment. See 
the back of this supplement for a list of firms. You can 
also see the list on the Free Wills Month website: 

www.freewillsmonth.org.uk 


An up to date Will written by a solicitor ensures your wishes are respected. It also avoids difficiA decisions and legal complications for your 
loved ones. Free Wills Month allows you to provide for family and fnends and leave a gift to your chosen charities too. 

Free Wills Month Is Intended for people aged 55 and over. If you're making your WN as a couple, only one of you needs to be 55. The 
campaxjn pays for simple Wills. If your Will is more complex you can pay the solicitor for any extra work. 
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©rthritis 
^Research UK 




lo—tom IHv 


A legacy to charity costs you nothing now 








The Free Wills Month charities 


age uk 

Love later life 


©rthritis 
^Research UK 


Age UK is here to help with the challenges people face in later life. 
We provide v*al services, support, information and advice to older 
people across the UK. A gift in your wtf could help make sure that we 
can continue to be there for everyone who needs us. 

www-a 9 euk. 0 rg.uk 


Arthritis Research UK is the charity dedicated to stopping 
the devastating impact that arthritis has on people's lives. Please 
help Arthritis Research UK to transform the quality of life for the 1 
in 6 peop*e In the UK affected by arthritis. 

www.arthribsresearchuk.org/fwm 



The BHF is the UK's number one heart charity. Coronary heart 
Msease is the UK's single biggest killer but we are leading the fight 
against it After family and friends, leave endless possibilibes with a 
gift in your Will, and help us continue our pioneering research. 

www.bhf. 0 rg.uk/le 9 aoes 



we're Mind, the mental health charity. We believe no one should 
have to face a mental health problem alone. We're here for you. 
Today. Mow. Whether you're stressed, depressed or in crisis. Wei 
listen, give support and advice, and ftgftt your corner. 

www.mind.org.uk 



Thousands of abandoned or unwanted, ill or injured pets turn to us 
for help every year. Our doors are always open to them, and with 
your support, they always win be. 

www.Muecross.org.uk 



Gifts in Wills provide a wonderful opportunity to uphold the memory 
of the Men and support the future of the living. With such a gift, 
you can help us improve the lives of thousands of serving members 
of the Armed Forces, ex-Service men and women and ther families. 

www.britisttegion.org.uk 



Lifeboats 

Our courageous volunteer lifeboat crews provide a 24/7 lifesaving 
service around the UK and Repubfcc of Ireland. They will drop 
everything at a moment's notice to launch to the rescue - in difficult 
and often dangerous conditions. Please help us provide them with 
the training and equipment they need to return home safely. 
www.RNLl.org/legacy 



Guide dogs are life changing, and you can be too. They give people 
the confidence to enjoy their Ives without having to rely on others. 
By leaving a gift in your Will, you wil be helping more people who 
are Mind or partially sighted across the UK. 

www.gudedogs.org.uk/giftsinwills 


Stroke, 

association 

Stroke affects the people we love. But together we can conquer It. 
We help stroke survivors to make the best possible recovery and 
fund research to end this devastating disease. After remembering 
your loved ones please consider leaving a gift that could one day 
conquer stroke, for good. 
www.stroke.org.uk/legacy 



We put our belief into action, reaching out to those who need our 
help most We passionately believe that no-one is beyond hope, 
and anyone can turn to us for the care, compassion and practical 
support they need to turn their life around. 

www.salvationarmy.org. uk/giftsinwills 


What will your lasting legacy be? 








Call a participating solicitor before 5pm on Thursday 31st March 


ARIF JAKOBS SOLICITORS 


MANCINI LEGAL 

Khizar Arif 

020 8528 1132 

10th Floor, 88 Wood Street 

ECV2 7RS 


Caroline Wilson 

020 3837 1368 

5 Chancery Lane 
WC2A1LG 

ATTWELLS SOLICITORS LLP 


NC LAW 

Nina Gurra 

020 7722 9898 

88 St Johns Wood High Street 

NW8 7SH 


Na2min Choodhury 

020 8879 9400 

384 Garratt Lane 

SW18 4HP 

DAVID TAGG & CO 


FAROOQ BAJWA & CO 

David Tagg 


Patrick Lally 

020 7736 0999 

119 Harwood Road 

SW6 4QL 

[ March J 

020 3174 0332 

45 Charles Street 

WD 5EH 

SWEETMAN BURKE & SINKER 

Peter Sweetman 

020 8840 2572 

158 -160 Broadway 

West Ealing 

W13 0TI 

FREE WILLS 

MONTH 

helping greet charities 

THE LAW HOUSE 

Blish Adams 

020 8899 6620 

3 Chiswick Park 

566 Chiswick High Road 
W4 5YA 

FRANK BRA2ELL AND PARTNERS LTD 

Simon Levy 

020 7485 8626 

Buswortcs United House 

North Road 

N7 9DP 

TULIPS SOLICITORS 

Klvanc Yuvanc 

020 7263 3311 

754 Holloway Road 

N19 3JF 


It’s all in the planning 

It is helpful to the solicitor, and speeds up the process, if you have 
thought about your intentions before your appointment. You can 
download the Will Planner from our website to help you plan ahead. 

On behalf of the charities that will benefit from your kindness and generosity - a heartfelt 'thank you' 
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